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I EUROPEAN UNION
1. RUSSIA

January

e On 28 January the Official Journal of the European Union published the Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2020/119' and Council Decision (CESP) 2020/120%, amending Annex I to
Regulation (EU) 2014/269 and Annex I to Decision (CFSP) 2014/145 respectively. By means of the
aforementioned amendments, four (4) natural persons of Russian nationality are included
in both Annexes and are subjcct to the frcczing of all their funds and economic resources
on account of their involvement in the organisation of local elections by Russia in the

Autonomous Republic of Crimea and in the Ukrainian city of Sevastopol.
March

e On 13 March 2020, Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/399* and the Implementing Regulation (EU)
2020/398* were published in the Journal of the European Union, amending Council Decision

(CESP) 2014/145 and Council Regulation (EU) No 2014/269 respectively.

These amendments extend until 15 September 2020 the measures imposed against persons
of Russian nationality listed in the Annex to Council Decision (CFSP) 2014/145 and in Annex I
to Council Regulation (EU) No 2014/269 as they are deemed to undermine or threaten the
territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence of Ukraine. These measures consist
mainly of the ﬁ‘eezing of funds and the prohibition of making funds or other economic

resources available to the persons listed in the above-mentioned Annexes.
June

e On 19 June 2020, Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/850° was published in the Official Journal of
the European Union, amending Article 5 of Council Decision (CFSP) 2014/386.

1 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/119, of 28 January 2020, which applies Regulation (EU) 2014/269 of 17
March 2014 concerning restrictive measures against actions undermining or threatening the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.

2 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/120, of 28 January 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2014/145 of 17 March
2014 concerning restrictive measures against actions undermining or threatening the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.

3 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/399 of 12 March 2020 amending Council Decision (CFSP) 2014/145 concerning
restrictive measures against actions undermining or threatening the territorial integrity, sovereignty and
independence of Ukraine.

4 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/398 of 12 March 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) No 2014/269
concerning restrictive measures against actions undermining or threatening the territorial integrity, sovereignty
and independence of Ukraine.

5 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/850 of 18 June 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2014/386 concerning
restrictive measures in response to the illegal annexation of the Crimea and Sevastopol.
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This amendment extended the restrictive measures against Russia until 23 June 2021, in

responsc to the illegal annexation of the Crimea and Sevastopol.

e On 30 June 2020, Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/907° amending Article 9 of Council Decision

(CFSP) 2014/512 was published in the Official Journal of the European Union.

e This amendment extends the sanctions imposed on specific economic sectors in Russia
until 31 January 2021, in order to reassess the Minsk Agreements aimed at conso]idating

peace in Ukraine.

October

e On October 15, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1481 of the Councill and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1483 of the Council® were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex III of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes II and IV of the Decision
(CESP) 2015/1333, respectively.

As a result of these modifications one (1) Russian national has been sanctioned for their
involvement with the private mi]itary business Wagner Group, of Russian origin, which

has been involved in “multiple repeated violations of the arms embargo on Libya”.

e On October 15, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1480 of the Council’ and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1483 of the Council® were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex III of the Regulation (EU) 2018/1542 and Annexes II and IV of Decision
(CESP) 2018/1544, respectively.

As a result of these sanctions six (6) individuals and one (1) entity, all of Russian
nationality, were sanctioned for their involvement “in the assassination attempt on Alexei

Navalny”.

e On October 23, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1536 of the Council" and Decision (CFSP)

2020/1537 of the Council* were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,

6 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/907 of 29 June 2020 amending Decision 2014/512/CFSP concerning restrictive
measures caused by actions of Russia destabilising the situation in Ukraine.

7 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1481, of 14 October 2020, implementing Article 21(2) of Regulation
(EU) 2016/44 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

8 Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1483, of 14 October 2020, implementing Decision (CFSP)
2015/1333 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

9 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1480, of 14 October 2020, implementing Regulation (EU)
2018/1542 concerning restrictive measures against the proliferation and use of chemical weapons.

10 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1482, of 14 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2018/1544 concerning
restrictive measures against the proliferation and use of chemical weapons.

11 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1536, of 22 October 2020, of implementing Regulation (EU)
2019/796 concerning restrictive measures against cyber-attacks threatening the Union or its Member States.

12 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1537, of 22 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2019/797 concerning
restrictive measures against cyber-attacks threatening the Union or its Member States.
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which amend Annex I of the Regulation (EU) 2019/796 and Annex of the Decision (CFSP)
2019/797, respectively.

As a result of these modifications, two (2) individuals and one (1) entity, all of Russian
nationality, have been added to the list of individuals and entities subject to restrictive
measures, listed in both annexes, for “carrying out a cyber-attack against the German Federal

Parliament and stealing information from several Members of Parliament”.

2. UKRAINE

January

e On 28 January 2020, pursuant to the abovementioned Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/120 and
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/119, three (3) natural persons of Ukrainian nationality are
subject to the freezing of all funds and economic resources on account of their involvement
in the organisation by Russia of local elections in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and

in the Ukrainian city of Sevastopol.
March

e On 6 March 2020, Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/373 was published in the Official Journal of
the European Union”, and the Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/370". Both amend Council
Decision (CFSP) 2014/119 and Council Regulation (EU) No 2014/208 respectively.

These amendments extend until 6 March 2021 the current freezing of assets against ten (10)
natural persons of Ukrainian nationality held liable for misappropriation of Ukrainian
public funds or abuse of power causing loss to Ukrainian public funds. These measures

have not been extended for two (2) natural persons.

e On 13 March 2020, pursuant to the above-mentioned Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/399 and
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/398, the sanctions imposed on natural persons of
Ukrainian nationality listed in the above-mentioned Annex to Council Decision (CFSP)
2014/145 and Annex I to Council Regulation (EU) No 2014/269 are also extended until 15
September 2020 on the grounds that they undermine or threaten the territorial integrity,

sovereignty and independence of Ukraine.

13 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/373 of 5 March 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2014/119 on restrictive
measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in Ukraine.

14 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/370 of 5 March 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) No 2014/208
on restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in Ukraine.
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December

e On 18 October 2020, the Official Journal of the European Union published Council Decision
(CESP) 2020/2143 amending Article 9 of Decision (CFSP) 2014/512".

This amendment extends the restrictive measures contained in Decision (CFSP) z014/512

concerning Ukraine until 31 July 2021.

3. VENEZUELA
June

e On 29 June 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/897" and Union
Implementing Decision (CESP) 2020/8987 were published in the Official Journal of the
European Union, which amend Annex IV to Council Regulation (EU) 2017/2063 and Annex I to

Decision (CFSP) 2017/2074, respectively.

By means of this amendment eleven (11) natural persons of Venezuelan nationality were
added to the list of natural and legal persons, entities and bodies subject to restrictive
measures contained in both annexes due to their participation in acts and decisions
undermining dernocracy and the rule of law in Venezuela. Specifically, the persons added

to the list would be responsible for “acting against the democratic functioning of the National

Assembly, in particular by depriving a number of its members of parliamentary immunity”.

4. TURKEY

February

® On 27 February 2020 the Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/274" and Council Decision (CFSP)
2020/275" were published in the Official Journal of the European Union amending Regulation

(EU) 2019/1890 and Decision (CFSP) 2019/1894 respectively.

15 Decision (PESC) 2020/2143 del Consejo, de 17 de diciembre de 2020, por la que se modifica la Decision
(PESC) 2014/512 relativa a medidas restrictivas motivadas por acciones de Rusia que desestabilizan la situacion
en Ucrania.

16 |Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/897 of 29 June 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2017/2063
concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Venezuela.

17 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/898 of 29 June 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2017/2074 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Venezuela.

18 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/274, of 27 February 2020, implementing Council Regulation (EU)
2019/1890, of 11 November 2019, concerning restrictive measures in respect of unauthorised drilling by Turkey
in the Eastern Mediterranean.
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These amendments were made to include two (2) natural persons of Turkish nationality who
arc linked to the Turkish Petroleum Corporation which, in turn, is involved in unauthorized
drilling, exploration and production of hydrocarbons in the exclusive economic zone of the

Republic of Cyprus.
September

e On 21" September 2020 the Implementation Regulation (EU) 2020/1309 of the Council® and the
Decision (PESC) 202()/1310 of the Council' were publishcd in the Official ]ourna] of the
European Union, which modify Annex IIT of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes IT and
IV of the Decision (PESC) 2015/1333, respectively.

Through these modifications one restrictive measure is imposed, specifically the freezing of
funds, on one (1) Turkish organisation for its imp]ication in the violation of the arms

embargo placed on Libya by the United Nations.
November

e On 9 November 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1655** and Council Decision
(CESP) 2020/1657%, were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending
both Annex I to Regulation (EU) 2019/1980 and the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2019/1984

respectively.

The amendments extend the restrictive measures, contained in both annexes, on Turkey's

unauthorised dri]ling activities in the Eastern Mediterranean.

19 Decision (CFSP) 2020/275, of 27 February 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2019/1894, of 11 November
2019, concerning restrictive measures in connection with Turkey's unauthorised drilling activities in the Eastern
Mediterranean.

20 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1309, of 21 September 2020, implementing Article 21(2) of
Regulation (EU) 2016/44 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

21 Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1310, of 21 September 2020, implementing Decision (CFSP)
2015/1333 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

22 Reglamento de Ejecucion (UE) 2020/1655 del Consejo, de 6 de noviembre de 2020, por el que se aplica el
Reglamento (UE) 2019/1890 relativo a la adopcién de medidas restrictivas habida cuenta de las actividades de
perforacion no autorizadas de Turquia en el Mediterraneo oriental.

23 Decisién (PESC) 2020/1657 del Consejo, de 6 de noviembre de 2020, por la que se modifica la Decisién
(PESC) 2019/1894 relativa a la adopcion de medidas restrictivas habida cuenta de las actividades de perforacion
no autorizadas de Turquia en el Mediterraneo oriental.
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5. NICARAGUA
May

e Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/606* was published in the Official Journal of the
European Union on 4 May 2020 as well as Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/607”, which amend
both Annex I to Council Regulation (EU) 2019/1716 and the Annex to Council Decision (CESP)

2019/1720 respectively.

These amendments include six (6) Nicaraguan natural persons on the list ofpcrsons, entities
and bodies subject to restrictive measures, due to the serious situation that persists in

Nicaragua with regard to the general situation of human rights and democratic governance.
These measures take the form of:

a. Preventing the persons listed in the abovementioned Annexes from entering the

territories of the Member States.

b. The freezing of all funds and economic resources belonging to, or owned or held by,

any of the persons referred to in the Annexes.

The persons concerned may submit a request to the Council before 1 July 2020, together
with any supporting documentation, that the decision to include them on the above-

mentioned lists should be reconsidered.
October

e On October 13, 2020, the Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1467° was published in the Official
Journal of the European Union, amending article 9 of the Decision (CESP) 2019/1720.
Within this modification it is stated that this Decision will be applicable undil the 16™
October 2021, subject to continuous revision in order for the Council to determine if its

objectives have been fulfilled.

24 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/606 of 4 May 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2019/1716
concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Nicaragua.

25 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/607 of 4 May 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2019/1720 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Nicaragua.

26 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1467, of 12 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2019/1720 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Nicaragua.
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6. DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

March

e  On 20 March 2020, Council Implementing Regulation 202()/415“’7, amending Annex I of Council
Regulation (EC) 2005/1183*, was published in the Official Journal of the European Union.
Said modification updates the information relating to one (1) natural person subject to

restrictive measures.
October

e On October 19, 2020, the Regulation (EU) z020/1507 of the Council” and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1509 of the Council® were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex I of the Regulation (EU) 2005/1183 and Annex I of the Decision (CFSP)
2010/788, respectively.

As a result of these modifications, additional information has been included concerning

one (1) (jOﬁgOlﬁSﬁ national :md once (1) nrmed group, bOth already sanctioned.

December

e On 11 December 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2021" and Council Decision
(CESP) 2020/2033”, were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending
Annex la to Regulation (EC) 2005/1183 and Article 9 and the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2010/788

respectively.

These amendments extend the restrictive measures in respect of the Democratic Republic

of the Congo until 12 December 2021.

27 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/415, of 19 March 2020, implementing Article 9 of Regulation (EC)
1183/2005, of 18 July 2005, imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against persons acting in
violation of the arms embargo with regard to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

28 Council Regulation (EC) 1183/2005, of 18 July 2005, imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed
against persons acting in violation of the arms embargo with regard to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

29 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1507, of 16 October 2020, implementing Article 9 of Regulation
(EC) No 1183/2005 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against persons acting in violation of
the arms embargo with regard to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

30 Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1509, of 16 October 2020, implementing Decision
2010/788/CFSP concerning restrictive measures against the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

31 Reglamento de Ejecucién (UE) 2020/2021 del Consejo, de 10 de diciembre de 2020, por el que se aplica el
articulo 9 del Reglamento (CE) n.° 2005/1183 por el que se imponen medidas restrictivas especificas dirigidas
contra personas que incurren en violacion del embargo de armas en relacién con la Republica Democratica del
Congo.

32 Decision (PESC) 2020/2033 del Consejo, de 10 de diciembre de 2020, por la que se madifica la Decision
(PESC) 2010/788 relativa a la adopcién de medidas restrictivas contra la Republica Democratica del Congo.
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On 18 December 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/2133” and Council Decision
(CESP) 2020/2144 were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending
both Annex I to Regulation (EC) 2005/1183 and Annex I to Decision (CFSP) 2020/788 respectively.

These amendments include additional information on one (1) natural person of Congolese

nationality, thus extending the grounds for his listing.

EGYPT

March
On 20 March 2020, Council Decision (CESP) 2020/418* and Council Implementing Regulation
(EU) 2020/416%, amending Council Decision (CFSP) 2011/172 and Council Regulation (EU) No
2011/270 respectively, were published in the Official Journal of the European Union.
These amendments extend the restrictive measures in view of the situation in Egypt until
22 March 2021, i.c. the freezing of assets of the persons and entities of Egyptian nationality
included in the Annex to Council Decision (CFSP) 2011/172 and in Annex II to Council
Regulation (EU) No zo11/2z70, in addition to a prohibition on making funds or assets
available, direct]y or indirectly, to these persons.

AL QAEDA/DAESH

April

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/483* was published in the Official Journal of

the European Union on 1 April 2020 amending Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) 2002/881.

By amending this Annex, one natural person (Ibrahim Mohamed Jalil) was removed from
the list and is no 10ngcr subjcct to the restrictive measures providcd for by the above-

mentioned Regulation.

33 Reglamento de Ejecucién (UE) 2020/2133 del Consejo, de 17 de diciembre de 2020, por el que se aplica el
articulo 9 del Reglamento (CE) n.° 2005/1183 por el que se imponen medidas restrictivas especificas dirigidas
contra personas que incurren en violacion del embargo de armas en relacién con la Republica Democratica del

34 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/418 of 19 March 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2011/172 on restrictive
measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in Egypt.

35 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/416 of 19 March 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2011/270
on restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the situation in Egypt.

36 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/483 of 1 April 2020 amending Council Regulation (EC) No
881/2002 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and entities associated
with the ISIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaida organisations.
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O

May

e Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/706”7 was published in the Official Journal of
the European Union on 26 May 2020, nmending Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) 2002/881.

This amendment adds one (1) natural person to the list of persons, groups and entities
affected by the freezing of funds and economic resources as a result of his status as Head of

the Islamic State.

October

e On October 20, 2020, the Decision (CFSP) 2020/1516 of the Council® was published in the
Official Journal of the European Union, amending article 6 of the Decision (CFSP) 2016/1693.

As a result of this modification, the restrictive measures detailed in the Decision (CFSP)
2016/1693 against individuals, groups and entities belonging to or associated with Al Qaeda

and the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria have been extended until che 31 October 2021.

9.  BELARUS

February

® On 18 February 2020, Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/214, of 17 February 2020, amending Decision
(CESP) 2012/642 concerning restrictive measures against Belarus was published in the Official

Journal of the European Union.

By means of this amendment, the European Union extends until 28 February 2021 the
measures alrcady in placc against Belarus, i.e. the Cmbargo on arms and equipment which
might be used for internal repression as well as the freezing of assets and the travel ban on

four (4) natural persons of Belarusian nationality.
November

e On 6 November 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1648” and Council Decision

(CESP) 2020/1650*, were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending

37 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/706 of 26 May 2020 amending for the 314th time Council
Regulation (EC) No 2002/881 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and
entities associated with the EIIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaida organisations.

38 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1516, of 19 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2016/1693 concerning
restrictive measures against ISIL (Da’esh) and Al-Qaeda and persons, groups, undertakings and entities
associated with them.
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both Annex I to Regulation (EU) 2006/765 and the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2012/642

respectively.

These amendments add fifteen (15) natural persons of Belarusian nationality, members of
the Belarusian administration, to the list of persons sanctioned for their "involvement in the
violent repression and intimidation of peaceﬁil demonscrators, members of the opposition and

journalists in the aftermath of the 2020 presidential elections in Belarus”.

December

e On 17 December 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/21294’ and Council Decision
(CESP) 2020/2130*, were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending
both the Annex to Regulation (EC) 2006/765 and the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2012/642
respectively.

These amendments punish twenty-nine (29) natural persons and seven (7) entities, all of
them of Belarusian nationality, "for being senior officials responsible for violent repression and

intimidation of peaceful demonstrators, members of the opposition and journalists, among others".

10. BURUNDI
October

e On October 30, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1578 of the Council” and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1585 of the Council* were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex I of the Regulation (EU) 2015/1755 and article 6 of the Decision (CFSP)

2015/1573, respectively.

As a result of these modifications, the restrictive measures detailed in both annexes

concerning Burundi have been extended until the 31* October 2021.

39 Reglamento de Ejecucion (UE) 2020/1648 del Consejo, de 6 de noviembre de 2020, por el que se aplica el
articulo 8 bis, apartado 1, del Reglamento (CE) n.° 2006/765 relativo a la adopcion de medidas restrictivas con
respecto a Bielorrusia.

40 Decision de Ejecucion (PESC) 2020/1650 del Consejo, de 6 de noviembre de 2020, por la que se aplica la
Decision (PESC) 2012/642 relativa a la adopcién de medidas restrictivas contra Bielorrusia.

41 Reglamento de Ejecucién (UE) 2020/2129 del Consejo, de 17 de diciembre de 2020, por el que se aplica el
articulo 8 bis, apartado 1, del Reglamento (CE) n.° /2006/765 relativo a la adopcion de medidas restrictivas con
respecto a Bielorrusia.

42 Decision de Ejecucién (PESC) 2020/2130 del Consejo, de 17 de diciembre de 2020, por la que se aplica la
Decision (PESC) 2012/642 relativa a la adopcién de medidas restrictivas contra Bielorrusia.

43 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1578, of 29 October 2020, implementing Regulation (EU)
2015/1755 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Burundi.

44 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1585, of 29 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2015/1763 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Burundi.
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11. CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

March

e Onuy March 2020, Council Decision (CFSP)¥, amending point g of article 2 (1) of Council
Decision (CFSP) 2013/798%, was published in the Official Journal of the European Union.

Said amendment extends the exemptions to the current arms embargo.
April

e On28 April 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2()2()/58247 and Council Implc‘menting
Decision (CFSP) 2020/584*" were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
amending both the Annex to Council Regulation (EU) 2014/224 and the Annex to Council

Decision (CFSP) 2013/798, respectively.

Accordingly, one natural person (Martin Koumtamadji) is added to the list contained in
part A (Persons) of the above-mentioned Annexes for his involvement in acts that constitute

a threat to peace, stability and security in the Central African chublic.

June

e Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/717* and Council Implementing Decision (CFSP)
2020/720" were published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 29 May 2020,
which amend Annex II to Regulation (EU) 2014/224 and the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2013/798

respectively.

This amendment updates the information contained in both annexes concerning one (1)

natural person of Central African nationality who is subject to restrictive measures.

August

45 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/408, of 17 March 2020, amending Council Decision 2013/798/CFSP, of 23
December 2013, concerning restrictive measures against the Central African Republic.

46 Council Decision (CFSP) 2013/798, of 23 December 2013, concerning restrictive measures against the Central
African Republic.

47 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/582 of 28 April 2020 implementing Article 17(1) of Regulation (EU)
No 224/2014 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in the Central African Republic.

8 Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/584 of 28 April 2020 implementing Decision 2013/798/CFSP concerning
restrictive measures against the Central African Republic.

49 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/717 of 28 May 2020 implementing Article 17(3) of Regulation (EU) No
2014/224 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in the Central African Republic.

50 Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/720 of 28 May 2020 implementing Decision (CFSP) 2013/798 concerning
restrictive measures against the Central African Republic.
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e On 10 August 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/u177" and  Council
Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1172" were published in the Official Journal of the
European Union, which amend Annex I to Regulation (EU) 2014/224” and the Annex to

Decision (CFSP) 2013/798" respectively.

These amendments updated the information concerning six (6) natural persons subject to

restrictive measures.

e On 13 August 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1194 and Council Implementing
Decision (CFSP) 2020/1195 were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex I to Regulation (EU) 2014/224 and the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2013/798,

rcspcctivcly.

These amendments add one (1) natural person (Bi Sidi Souleymane) to the list of persons
and entities subject to restrictive measures because of their involvement in acts
constituting a threat to peace, stabi]ity and security in the Central African chublic as

leader of the armed group Retour, Réclamation et Rehabilitation (3R).

September

o On 22™ September 2020 the Implementation Regulation (EU) 2020/1311 of the Council” and the
Decision (PESC) 2020/1312 of the Council® were published in the Official Journal of the
European Union, which modify Annex III of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes II and
IV of the Decision (PESC) 2015/1333, respectively.

These modifications prohibit the sale of arms with a calibre of 14.5mm, and all related to
their use, as well as arms not considered by any of the EU’s rulings that impose restrictions

on the Central African Republic.

51 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1171 of 7 August 2020 implementing Article 17(3) of
Regulation (EU) N° 2014/224 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in the Central
African Republic.

52 Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1172 of 7 August 2020 implementing Decision
2013/798/CFSP concerning restrictive measures against the Central African Republic.

53 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1194 of 12 August 2020 implementing Article 17(1) of
Regulation (EU) N° 2014/224 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in the Central
African Republic.

54 Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1195 of 12 August 2020 implementing Decision
2013/798/CFSP concerning restrictive measures against the Central African Republic.

55 Council Regulation (EU) 2020/1311, of 21 September 2020, amending Regulation (EU) N. © 2014/224
concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in the Central African Republic.

56 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1312, of 21 September 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2013/798 concerning
restrictive measures against the Central African Republic.
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CUBA

February

The Court of First Instance No. 24 of Palma de Mallorca, by Order dated September 2, 2019,
has determined that Spanish courts lack international jurisdiction to resolve the lawsuit
filed by Central Santa Lucia L.C., former owner of some land located in Cuba in an area
called "Ingenio Santa Lucia" and confiscated by the Cuban Government, against the Spanish
company Melia Hotels International S.A. ("Melia"), secking the seizure of the profits
obtained by the latter from the operation of a hotel complex in Cuba located on the

aforementioned expropriated land.

The aforementioned Order has been the subject of an appeal filed by Central Santa Lucia

L.C. before the Provincial Court, against which Melia has filed a statement ofopposition.

April

Section 3 of the Provincial Court of Palma, by Order dated March 18, 2020, upheld the
appeal filed by Central Santa Lucia L.C. against the Order dated September 2, 2019 by
which the Court of First Instance No. 24 of Palma de Mallorca determined that Spanish
courts lacked international jurisdiction to resolve the claim filed by the aforementioned
Central Santa Lucia L.C. -former owner of some land located in Cuba in an area called
"Ingenio Santa Lucia” and confiscated by the Cuban Government- against the Spanish
company Melia Hotels International S.A., claiming the seizure of the profits obtained by
the latter due to the exploitation of a hotel complex in Cuba located in the mentioned

expropriatcd land.

In the aforementioned Order, the Provincial Court rejected the grounds put forward by

Court of First Instance No. 24 of Palma de Mallorca to determine its lack of jurisdiction.

The first of these grounds - because the plaintiff's claims are based on the legal assessment
of acts carried out by a subject, the Cuban Government, protected by immunity from
jurisdiction by virtue of the provisions of Articles 4 and following of Organic Law 16/2015, of 27
October, on the privileges and immunities of fbreign states, the International Organizations with
headquarters or office in Spain and the International Conferences and Meetings held in Spain, as
well as by the provisions of Article 21 of the Organic Law 6/1985, of July 1, 1985, of the Judiciary
- has been rejected by the Provincial Court, since it considers that "no claim or demand is
made against a foreign State or its assets, and the appeal must be successful in order to assert the

jurisdiction of the Spanish courts”.

The second of the reasons - because the claims of Central Santa Lucia L.C. are based on an

claim against a property located in Cuba, the Spanish Courts having no jurisdiction in this
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case due to the exclusive competence in matters of real estate rights of the Courts of the
place where the property is located, as provided for in Article 24.1 of Regulation (EU) zo12/2015
of the European Parliament and of the Council, of 1z December zo1z, on jurisdiction and the
recognition and enforcement of judgments in civil and commercial matters ("Regulation 2012/1215") -
has also been rejected, as the Provincial Court considered that "the claim of the plainciff
cannot be considered as related to property rights. It does not affect any of the rights which
determine the application of the exclusive jurisdiction as interpreted by the Court of Justice but is
based on possible unlawful enrichment atcributed to the defendant for the operation of certain
establishments located on the land which was "confiscated". The nature of that action means that

the Spanish authorities must be given jurisdiction to try the case”.

[t therefore determines that “the general jurisdiction represented by the domicile of the defendant
(Article 4 of Regulation No 2012/12157) and the alternative jurisdiction represented by the place

where the harmful event occurred or is likely to occur (Article 7(2) of Regulation No 2012/1215")

apply”.
In view of the foregoing, the Provincial Court concluded that “since the plaintiff had chosen

rom among the possible jurisdictions the one corresponding to the defendant's place of residence, the
g tf ble jurisdictions tf ding to the defendant’s pl dence, tf

jurisdiction of the Spanish courts must be declared”.

13. CYBERATTACKS
May

e On 14 May 2020, Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/651 was published in the Official Journal of
the European Union, amending Decision (CESP) 2019/797.

By amending article 10 of the above Decision, the restrictive measures against cyber-attacks

threatening the European Union or its Member States are extended until 18 May 2021.
July
e On 30 July 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1125* and Council Decision (CFSP)

2020/1127" were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending Annex I

to Regulation (EU) 2019/796 and the Annex to Decision (CEFSP) 2019/797, respectively.

57 Article 4 of Regulation 2020/1215 states that “subject to this Regulation, persons domiciled in a Member State
shall, whatever their nationality, be sued in the courts of that Member State”.

58 Article 7.2 of Regulation 2020/1215 establishes that “a person domiciled in a Member State may be sued in
another Member State (...) in matters relating to tort, delict or quasi-delict, in the courts for the place whre the
harmful event ocurred or may occur’.

59 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/651 of 14 May 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2019/797 on restrictive
measures against cyber-attacks threatening the Union or its Member States.
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By these amendments, six (6) natural persons and three (3) entities have been included in
the list of natural or legal persons, entities and bodies subject to restrictive measures

contained in the abovementioned Annexes.

These persons, entities and bodies are responsible for, supported, participated in or
facilitated various cybcr—atmcks or attcmptcd cybcr—atmcks, inc]uding the attcmptcd
cyber-attacks against the OPCW and the cyber-attacks known as 'WannaCry' and
'NotPetya', as well as Operation ‘Cloud Hopper’.

14. GUINEA

October

e On October 26, 2020, the Decision (CFSP) 2020/1556 of the Council® was published in the
Official Journal of the European Union, amending paragraph 2 of article 8 of the Decision
(CESP) 2010/638.

As a result of this modification, the restrictive measures detailed in Decision (CFSP) 2010/638

concerning Guinea have been extended until the 27[h October 2021.

15, IRAN
April

e On7 April 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/510% and Council Implementing
Decision (CFSP) 2020/51254 were pub]ished in the Official ]ourna] of the European Union,
amending the Annex to Council Regulation (EU) 2011/359 and Article 6(2) and the Annex to
Council Decision (CFSP) 2011/235 respectively.

60 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1125 of 30 July 2020 implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/796 on
restrictive measures against cyber-attacks threatening the Union or its Member States.

61 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1127 of 30 July 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2019/797 on restrictive
measures against cyber-attacks threatening the Union or its Member States.

62Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1556, of 23 October 2020, amending Decision 2010/638/CFSP concerning
restrictive measures against the Republic of Guinea.

6 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/510 of 7 April 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) No 359/2011
concerning restrictive measures against certain persons, entities and bodies, in view of the situation in Iran.

64 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/512 of 7 April 2020 amending Decision 2011/235/PES on restrictive measures
directed against certain persons and entities in view of the situation in Iran.
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These amendments update the list of sanctioned persons of Iranian nationality to a total of
eighty-two (82) persons, due to their links with systematic human rights violations.

Furthermore, it is agreed to extend until 13 April 2021 the restrictive measures consisting

of:

e DPreventing certain persons from entering the territories of the Member States.

e The freezing of all funds and economic resources belonging to, owned, held or

controlled by these persons.

e The prohibition of the sale, supply, transfer and export of equipment and software
intended for the monitoring or interception by the regime irani of the Internet
and telephone communications on fixed or mobile networks in Iran and the
provision of assistance for the installation, use or maintenance of such equipment

or software.

e A prohibition on the sale, supply, transfer or export of equipment which might be
used for internal repression, to Iran by nationals of Member States or from the

territories of Member States.

June

6

e Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/847% and Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/849°
were published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 19 June 2020, which
amend Annex IX to Council Regulation (EU) 2()12/267 and Annex II to Council Decision (CFSP)

2010/413, Tespectively.

These amendments update the information concerning eight (8) natural persons and two
(2) entities, all of which are of Iranian nationa]ity, included in the abovementioned

Annexes, by amending the grounds for taking restrictive measures against them.

85 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/847 of 18 June 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) No 2012/267
concerning restrictive measures against Iran.

66 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/849 of 18 June 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2010/413 concerning
restrictive measures against Iran.
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November

e On 13 November 2020, the Council's Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1695”, amending the
annex to Regulation (EU) 2012/267 was published in the Official Journal of the European

Union.

Under this amendment, one (1) Iranian entity is removed from the list of sanctioned

persons.

6. IRAQ

April

e Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/483°® was published in the Official Journal of

the European Union on 1 April 2020 amending Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) 2002/881.

By amending this Annex, one natural person (Ibrahim Mohamed Jalil) was removed from
the list and is no longer subject to the restrictive measures provided for by the above-

mentioned Regulation.
May

e Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/706® was published in the Official Journal of

the European Union on 26 May 2020, amending Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) 2002/881.

This amendment adds one (1) natural person to the list of persons, groups and entities
affected by the freezing of funds and economic resources as a result of his status as Head of

the Islamic State.

67 Reglamento de Ejecucion (UE) 2020/1695 del Consejo de 12 de noviembre de 2020 por el que se aplica el
Reglamento (UE) n.° 2012/267 relativo a medidas restrictivas contra Iran.

68 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/483 of 1 April 2020 amending Council Regulation (EC) No
881/2002 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and entities associated
with the ISIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaida organisations.

89 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/706 of 26 May 2020 amending for the 314th time Council
Regulation (EC) No 2002/881 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and
entities associated with the EIIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaida organisations.
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JORDAN

September

On 21" September 2020 the Implementation Regulation (EU) 2020/1309 of the Council and the
Decision (PESC) 2020/131() Of the Council were publishcd in the Official ]ournal of the
European Union, which modify Annex III of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes II and
IV of the Decision (PESC) 2015/1333, respectively.

Through these modifications one restrictive measure is imposed, specifically the freezing of
funds, on one (1) Jordanian organisation for its implication in the violation of the arms

embargo placed on Libya by the United Nations.

KAZAKHSTAN

September

On 21% September 2020 the Implementation Regulation (EU) 2020/1309 of the Council and the
Decision (PESC) 2020/1310 of the Council were published in the Official Journal of the
European Union, which modify Annex III of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes II and
IV of the Decision (PESC) 2015/1333, respectivdy.

Through these modifications one restrictive measure is imposed, specifically the freezing of
funds, on one (1) Kazakh organisation for its implication in the violation of the arms

embargo placed on Libya by the United Nations.

LYBIA

March

On 30 March 2020 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/4587, amending Council Decision (CFSP)
2015/1333” was published in the Official Journal of the European Union. Said amendment
extends the existing restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya until October 2,

2020.

70 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/458, of 27 March 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2015/1333 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

7 Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/1333, of 31 July 2005, concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation
in Libya.
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July

e Council Implementing Regulation (EU) z2020/1130” and Council Implementing Decision (CFSP)
2020/1137” were published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 31 July 2020,
amending Annex III to Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes I and IV to Decision (CFSP)
2015/1333 respectively.

By means of these amendments, the identification information of one (1) natural person

subject to restrictive measures has been updated.

September

e On 21" September 2020 the Implementation Regulation (EU) 2020/1309 of the Council and the
Decision (PESC) z020/1310 of the Council were published in the Official Journal of the
European Union, which modify Annex 111 of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes II and
IV of the Decision (PESC) 2015/1333, respectively.

Through these modifications restrictive measures are imposed on two (2) Libyan nationals,

rcsponsiblc for having committed human rights abuses in Libya

October

e On October 2, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1380 of the Council’* and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1385 of the Council” were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex IIT and article 17 of the Regulation (EU) 2016/44 and Annexes I and IV of
the Decision (PESC) 2015/1333, respectively.

As a result of these modifications two Libyan (2) nationals have been removed. Specifically,
Agila Saleh, President of the Chamber of Representatives based in Torbuk, and Nuri Abu
Sahmain, ex-president of the General National Congress of Libya, which is not
internationa]ly recognised, have been removed from the list of individuals and entities

subject to restrictive measures as a consequence of the conflict in Libya.

72 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1130 of 30 July 2020 implementing Article 21(2) of Regulation (EU)
2016/44 concerning restrictive measures in light of the situation in Libya.

73 Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1137 of 30 July 2020 implementing Council Decision (CFSP) 2015/1333
concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

74Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1380, of 1 October 2020, implementing Article 21(2) of Regulation
(EU) 2016/44 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.

"Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1385, of 1 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2015/1333 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Libya.
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These measures have been taken as a result of Saleh’s promise to support attempts to
negotiate a solution to the crisis in Libya, and the lack of any political role held by Abu

Sahmain.

20. MALI

January

e On 28 January 2020, Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/116"° and Decision (CFSP) 2020/11877
were publishcd in the Official Journal of the European Union, amcnding Annex I to
Regulation (EU) 2017/1770 and Annex I to Decision (CESP) 2017/1775 respectively. Five (5) natural
persons of Malian nationality are thus included in both Annexes for their involvement in
acts that jeopardise peace, sccurity, stability or the United Nations missions in Mali, by
freezing all funds and economic resources of the persons concerned and applying the

sanctions imposed on them pursuant to United Nations Security Council Resolution 2374 (2017).

21. MOLDOVA

October

e On October 30, 2020, the Decision (CFSP) 2020/1586 of the Council’® was published in the
Official Journal of the European Union, amending paragraph 2 of article 4 of the Decision
(CESP) 2010/573.

As a result of this modification, the restrictive measures against the leaders of the Trans-

Dniéster region of the chublic of Moldova have been extended.

7% Implementing Regulation 2020/116, of 27 January 2020, implementing article 12 (1) of Regulation (EU)
2017/1770 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Mali.

77 Decision (CFSP) 2020/118, of 27 January 2020, implementing Decision (CFSP) 2017/1775 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Mali.

78 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1586, of 29 October 2020, amending Decision 2010/573/CFSP concerning
restrictive measures against the leadership of the Transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova.
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MYANMAR/BURMA

April

On 23 April 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/562” and Council Implementing
Decision (CFSP) 2020/563% were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
amending Annex IV to Council Regulation (EU) 2013/401 and Article 12 and the Annex to Council

Decision (CFSP) 2013/184 respectively.
These amendments extend the restrictive measures against Myanmar/Burma until 30 April

2021 and update the information concerning one person listed in the above-mentioned

Annexes (Than Oo) as being associated with serious violations of human rights.

NORTH KOREA

April

On 20 April 2020, the Corrigendum to Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/548% was
published in the Official Journal of the European Union. These corrections amend the
additional information contained in the Annex to the above-mentioned Regulation in points

72 and 73 concerning two naval entities of North Korean nationality.

June

Council Implementing chulation (EU) 2020/73082 and Council Implementing Decision (CFSP)
2020/733% were published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 3 June 2020,
which amend Annex XIII to Council Regulation (EU) 2017/1509 and Annex I to Council Decision
(CESP) 2016/849, respectively.

7% Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/562 of 23 April 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) No 401/2013
concerning restrictive measures against Myanmar/Burma.

80 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/563 of 23 April 2020 amending Decision 2013/184/CFSP concerning restrictive
measures against Myanmar/Burma.

81 Corrigendum to Council implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/548 of 6 April 2018 implementing Regulation (EU)
2017/1509 concerning restrictive measures against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

82 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/730 of 3 June 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2017/1509
concerning restrictive measures against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

83 Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/733 of 2 June 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2016/849 concerning
restrictive measures against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
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Mediante dichas modificaciones se actualiza la informacion contenida en ambos anexos
acerca de una (1) entidad norcoreana sujeta a medidas restrictivas, modificando los datos

relativos al domicilio social.
July

e Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1129°* and Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1136% were
published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 31 July 2020, amending Annexes
XV and XVI to Regulation (EU) No z017/1509 and Annexes II and III to Decision (CESP) No
2016/849 respectively.

These amendments update the explanatory memorandum relating to nineteen (19) natural
persons and the identification information relating to five (5) persons and two (2) entities.
In addition, the gcndcr of all natural persons listed in the above mentioned Annexes II and

XV is included in the identifying informaction.

24. PAKISTAN

July

e On 23 July 2020, Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1082* was published in the

Official Journal of the European Union, amending Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 2002/881.

The amendment adds one (1) natural person of Pakistani nationality to the aforementioned
Annex and imposes certain restrictive measures in respect of his association with the
organisations EIIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaida.

84 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1129 of 30 July 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2017/1509
concerning restrictive measures against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

85 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1136 of 30 July 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2016/849 concerning
restrictive measures against the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.

86 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1082 of 22 July 2020 amending for the 315th time Council
Regulation (EC) No 2002/881 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and
entities associated with the EIIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaida organisations.
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25. RWANDA
October

e On October 19, 2020, the Regulation (EU) z020/1507 of the Council® and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1509 of the Council’ were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex I of the Regulation (EU) 2005/1183 and Annex I of the Decision (CFSP)
2010/788, respectively.

As a result of these modifications, additional information has been included concerning

one (1) already sanctioned Rwandan individual.

26. SYRIA

February

e  Council Implementing Regulation (EU) z020/211” and Council Implementing Decision (CFSP)
2020/212*° were published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 17 February 2020,
amending both Annex II to Council Regulation (EU) No 2012/36 and Annex I to Council Decision
(CFSP) 2013/255 respectively.

By these amendments, eight (8) natural persons of Syrian nationality and two (2) Syrian
entities are added to the list of sanctioned persons, included in the above-mentioned

Annexes, because of their links with the Assad regime in Syria.
May

e Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/71689 was published in the Official Journal of the
European Union on 3 June 2020, as well as Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/71990, which amend
both Annex II to Council Regulation (EU) 2012/36 and Annex I to Council Decision (CFSP)
2013/255 respectively.

87 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/211, of 17 February 2020, implementing Council Regulation (EU) No.
2012/36, of 18 January 2012, concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Syria.

88 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/212, of 17 February 2020, implementing Decision (CFSP) 2013/255 of 31 May
2013 concerning restrictive measures against Syria.

89 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/716 of 28 May 2020 implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2012/36 on
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Syria.

90 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/719 of 28 May 2020 amending Decision (CFSP) 2013/255 concerning
restrictive measures against Syria.
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These amendments extend the restrictive measures against the Syrian regime and its
supporters until 1 June 2021, as the repression against the civilian population has not

ceased.

Four (4) natural persons of Syrian nationality and one (1) Syrian entity are also removed

from ics list.
October

e On October 13, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1473 of the Commission” was published in the
0

Official ]ournal of the European Union, amcnding Annex [ of the Regulation (EC) n.
2002/881.

As a result of this modification, one (1) Syrian national has been added to this annex, and

the relevant restrictive measures have been imposcd on them as a result of their relation to

the entities EIIL (Daesh) and Al-Qaeda.

e On October 13, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1463 of the Council’” and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1466 of the Council” were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex I of the Regulation (EU) 2018/1542 and Annex and article 8 of the Decision
(CFSP) 2018/1544, respectively.

This Decision states that it will be applicable until the 16" October 2021, Subject to
continuous revision in order for the Council to determine whether or not its objectives
have been fulfilled. In both Annexes, information concerning one (1) Syrian individual
from the 5000 Institute, which developed chemical weapons in Syria, has been removed

from the sections “Identifying Information” and “Reasons for Inclusion on the List”.

e On October 16, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1505 of the Council* and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1506” were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, which amend
Annex II of the Regulation (EU) 2012/36 and Annex [ of the Decision (CFSP) 2013/255,

respectively.

As a result of these modifications, the Council has added seven (7) Syrian nationals to these

annexes as sanctioned persons. The Council has encouraged these inclusions, mentioning

%1 Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1473, of 13 October 2020, amending for the 317th time
Council Regulation (EC) No 881/2002 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against certain
persons and entities associated with the ISIL (Da'esh) and Al-Qaida organisations.

92Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1463, of 12 October 2020, implementing Regulation (EU)
2018/1542 concerning restrictive measures against the proliferation and use of chemical weapons.

93 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1466, of 12 October 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2018/1544 concerning
restrictive measures against the proliferation and use of chemical weapons.

94 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1505, of 16 October 2020, implementing Regulation (EU) No
36/2012 concerning restrictive measures in view of the situation in Syria.

9 Council Implementing Decision (CFSP) 2020/1506 of 16 October 2020 implementing Decision 2013/255/CFSP
concerning restrictive measures against Syria.
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that ministers of the Syrian government share “responsibilicy for the violent repression

committed by the Syrian regime against the civilian population”.

November

e On 6 November 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1649* and Council Decision
(CESP) 2020/1651”7, were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending
both Annex II to Regulation (EU) 2012/36 and Annex I to Decision (CFSP) 2013/255 respectively.

By these amendments, cight (8) natural persons of Syrian nationality have been added to

the list of persons sanctioned because of their recent ministerial appointments.

27. TERRORISM

July

e Council implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1128° was published in the Official Journal of the
European Union on 31 ]u]y 2020, amending Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) 2001/2580 and
repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/19. On the same day, Council Decision (CFSP)
2020/1132” was also published, amending Articles 2, 3 and 4 of Common Position 2001/931/CFSP

and repealing Decision (PESC) 2020/20.

By these amendments, the Council has verified that the competent authorities have taken
decisions in respect of all the persons, groups and entities listed in Common Position
2001/931/CFSP, in order to establish their involvement in terrorist acts. The Council has also
concluded that all persons and entities on the abovementioned list, with the exception of

one (1), should continue to be subject to the specific restrictive measures.

9% Reglamento de Ejecucion (UE) 2020/1649 del Consejo, de 6 de noviembre de 2020, por el que se aplica el
Reglamento (UE) n.° 2012/36 relativo a las medidas restrictivas habida cuenta de la situacién en Siria.

97 Decision de Ejecucion (PESC) 2020/1651 del Consejo, de 6 de noviembre de 2020, por la que se aplica la
Decision (PESC) 2013/255 relativa a la adopcién de medidas restrictivas contra Siria.

9% Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/1128 of 30 July 2020 implementing Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No
2580/2001 on specific restrictive measures directed against certain persons and entities with a view to combating
terrorism and repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/19.

99 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1132 of 30 July 2020 updating the list of persons, groups and entities to which
Articles 2, 3 and 4 of Common Position 2001/931/CFSP on the application of specific measures to combat
terrorism apply, and repealing Decision (CFSP) 2020/20.
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TUNISIA

January

e On 28 January 2020, the Implementing Regulation 2020/115/EC was published in the Official

101

Journal of the European Union'™ and Decision (CFSP) 2020/117", amending Annex I to
Regulation (EU) zo11/101 and Annex I to Council Decision (CFSP) 2011/72 respectively. This
amends the information set out in both Annexes concerning forty-cight (48) natural
persons and entities of Tunisian nationality sanctioned for involvement in the
misappropriation and embezzlement of Tunisian public funds, by frcczing all their funds

le'ld economic resources.

UGANDA

February

On 13 February 2020, Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/189'” and Decision (CFSP)
2020/190"” were published in the Official Journal of the European Union, amending Council

Regulation (EU) 2005/183 and Council Decision (CFSP) 2010/788 respectively.

One (1) natural person of Ugandan nationality is thus included in Annex I to both rules for
engaging in and supporting acts that undermine peace, stability and security in the

Democratic Republic of the Congo.

October

On October 19, 2020, the Regulation (EU) 2020/1507 of the Council® and the Decision (CFSP)
2020/1509 of the Council’ were published in the Official Journal of the European Union,
which amend Annex I of the Regulation (EU) 2005/1183 and Annex I of the Decision (CFSP)
2010/788, respectively,

100 |mplementing Regulation 2020/115/EC, of 27 January 2020, implementing Council Regulation (EU) 2011/101,
of 4 February 2011, on restrictive measures directed against certain persons, entities and bodies in view of the
situation in Tunisia.

101 Decision (CFSP) 2020/117, of 27 January 2020, amending Council Decision (CFSP) 2011/72, of 31 January
2011, concerning restrictive measures against certain persons and entities in view of the situation in Tunisia.

102 Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/189, of 12 February 2020, implementing Article 9 of Council
Regulation (EU) 2005/1183 of 18 July 2005 imposing certain specific restrictive measures directed against
persons acting in violation of the arms embargo with regard to the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

103 Decision (CFSP) 2020/190, of 12 February 2020, implementing Council Decision (CFSP) 2010/788, of 20
December 2010, concerning restrictive measures against the Democratic Republic of the Congo and repealing
Common Position (CFSP) 2008/369.
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As a result of these modifications, additional information has been included concerning

two (2) already sanctioned Ugandan entities.

YEMEN

April

On 2 April 2020, Council Regulation (EU) 2020/488° amending Articles 3(1) and 13(1)(a) of
Council Regulation (EU) 2014/1352 and introducing a new Article 3a thereof was published in the
Official Journal of the European Union. On the same date, Council Decision (CFSP)
2020/490'” amending Articles 2a(1)(c) and 2b(1)(c) of Council Decision (CFSP) 2014/932 was also

published and a new Article 6a was inserted.

As a result of such amendments, Member States shall take the necessary measures to
prevent the entry into their territories of persons responsible for violation of the arms
embargo, the obstruction of the provision, access or distribution of humanitarian
assistance to the country, and sexual violence in armed conflict or the recruitment or use of
children in armed conflict as acts that jeopardise the peace, security or stability of that

country, and shall freeze all their funds and economic resources.

However, exemptions to the freezing of funds and economic resources by the competent
authorities of the Member States (with the necessary authorisation) are introduced,
provided that the Sanctions Committee has determined, on a case-by-case basis, that an
exemption is necessary to facilitace the work of the United Nations and other

humanitarian organisations in Yemen.

ZIMBABWE

February

¢ and 2020/219'7, as well as Council Decision

(CFSP) 2020/215', were published in the Official Journal of the European Union amending
Regulation (EU) 2004/314 and Decision (CFSP) 2011/101 respectively.

104 Council Regulation (EU) 2020/488 of 2 April 2020 amending Regulation (EU) No 1352/2014 concerning
restrictive measures in view of the situation in Yemen.

105 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/490 of 2 April 2020 amending Decision 2014/932/CFSP concerning restrictive
measures in view of the situation in Yemen.

108 Regulation (EU) 2020/213, of 17 February 2020, amending Council Regulation 2004/314 concerning certain
restrictive measures in respect of Zimbabwe.

107 Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/219, of 17 February 2020, amending Council Regulation 2004/314
concerning certain restrictive measures in respect of Zimbabwe.
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These amendments extend the restrictions on Zimbabwe until 20 February 2021. They also
remove from the list of sanctioned persons one (1) natural person, former Zimbabwean
President Robert Gabriel Mugabe, and add four (4) natural persons of Zimbabwean
nationality, including Zimbabwean Army General Constantino Chiwenga and Grace
Mugabc7 widow of Robert Gabriel Mugabc7 and the Zimbabwean entity Zimbabwe Defense

Industries, associated with the Ministry of Defence of Zimbabwe.

3k S S S S5 S S S S S S S S S5 S S S S S Sk S

108 Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/215, of 17 February 2020, amending Decision (CFSP) 2011/101 concerning
restrictive measures against Zimbabwe.
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II. UNITED STATES

CUBA

February

On February 3, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed by Havana Docks Corporation
("Havana Docks") against Carnival Corporation in Florida State Court (Havana Docks
Corporation v. Carnival Corporation D/B/A Carnival Cruise Lines) under Title I of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom) Act of 1996, also known as the Helms-Burton Act,
Havana Docks has filed a motion to oppose Carnival Corporation's new exception to the

lawsuit.

The lawsuit was filed by Havana Docks on May 2, 2019 against Carnival Corporation for, in
the terminology of the Helms-Burton Act, "trafficking" in "properties confiscated” by the
Cuban government, in this case in relation to certain properties located in the Port of
Havana. Carnival Corporation objected, arguing that Havana Docks did not hold a property

right to the land in question at the time it began operating on it.

On August 28, 2019, the Court rejected this exception raised by Carnival Corporation.
However, in connection with two other claims filed by Havana Docks, also under the
aforementioned Title III of the Helms-Burton Act, against MSC Cruises and Norwegian Cruise
Lines on similar grounds, the same Court did uphold the defences raised by both defendants,
which requested the dismissal of the claim on the same grounds now alleged by Carnival
Corporation. For this reason, Carnival Corporation raised the same objection again on 7

January 2020.

On February 5, 2020, the US. Department of State informed Melia's Executive Vice
President and CEO, Gabriel Escarrer, that it would veto their entry into U.S. territory under

the measures provided for by Title IV of the aforementioned Helms-Burton Act.

Specifically, section 401 of said Title IV provides for the possibility of denying entry into the
United States to those who "traffic” in "property confiscated" by the Cuban government as of
January 1, 1959, including the directors of a company, or of its investee companies, who are
accused of such behaviour. In any case, they must be persons who exercise a certain degree of

control over the company.

On February 26, 2020, the ]ohn S. Shepard Family Trust dismissed the lawsuit filed against
NH Hotels USA Inc. and NH Hotel Group S.A. under Title III of the Helms-Burton Act (John
S. Shepard Family Trust, through John S. Shepard and Lawrence Jaffe as co-trustees v. NH Hoteles
USA Inc,. and NH Hotel Group S.A.).

April
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e On Apri] 17, 2020, in connection with the claims filed by Havana Docks Corporation
("Havana Docks") against the cruise lines MSC Cruises SA CO, MSC Cruises (USA) INC.
("MSC Cruises") and Royal Caribbean Cruises, Led. ("Royal Caribbean Cruises") (Havana
Docks Corporation v. MSC Cruises SA CO. and MSC Cruises (USA) INC. and Havana Docks
Corporation v. Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd.) the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Florida have granted the plaintiff's motion to reconsider its previous

dismissals and allow the plaintiff to file a corrected complaint in both proceedings.

The aforementioned lawsuits were filed by Havana Docks on August 27, 2019 against MSC
Cruises and Royal Caribbean Cruises for, in the terminology of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom) Act of 1996 ("Helms-Burton Act"), "trafficking” in
property "confiscated" by the Cuban Government, in this case in relation to certain
properties located in the Port of Havana. Both defendants objected, arguing that Havana
Docks did not have a property right to the land in question at the time it began operating

on it, an argument that was accepted by the Court on 3 January 2020.

e On April 17, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed by Daniel A. Gonzalez with
Amazon.com, INC. and Sushi International, INC. ("Amazon") on March 11, 2020 before the
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida (case Daniel A. Gonzalez vs.
Amazon.com, INC. and Susshi International, INC.), the defendant has filed a motion to
dismiss, alleging that the plaintiff has not proven in a reliable manner its title to the
property that entitles it to file a lawsuit under the aforementioned Title IIT of the Helms-
Burton Act and that it has also not been able to prove that Amazon was aware that, in the
terminology of the aforementioned law, it "trafficked" in "confiscated property" by marketing
charcoal produced on certain lands located in the province of Granma and confiscated by

the Cuban Government in 1959.

e On April 20, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed on January 14, 2010, before the
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida by Marlene Cueto Iglesias
and Miriam Iglesias Alvarez against the alcoholic beverages company Pernod Ricard,
Public Société Anonyme ("Pernod Ricard") (the "Marlene Cuerto Iglesias and Miriam Iglesias
Alvarez, both individuals, v. Pernod Ricard, Public Société Anonyme" case), the lacter filed a
motion to dismiss the aforementioned lawsuit. In the motion, the defendant alleges that
the courts have no jurisdiction and that the plaintiffs have not proven that Pernod Ricard
has "trafficked" in "property confiscated" by the Cuban government in the terms of Ticle III of
the Helms-Burton Act.

The plaintiffs Marlene Cueto Iglesias and Miriam Iglesias Alvarez claim that in 1963
certain assets located in Havana and belonging to a Cuban cognac company called Cognac
Cueto (the "Company" or "Cognac Cueto") were expropriated by the Cuban Government.
The Company eventually became a state-owned company and its distilled spirits assets

were reconverted to the "Havana Club” rum brand when Pernod Ricard began operating in
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Cuba through a Joint Venture or "Empresa Mixta" with the state-owned Corporacion Cuba
Ron S.A. in 1993. The applicants claim that Pernod Ricard has since distributed Havana
Club rum, which is derived in part from Cueto Cognac, and would therefore be "trafficking”

in "confiscated property”.

On April 20, 2020, the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida
upheld the exception filed on February 3 by Havana Docks to the motion filed by Carnival
Corporation requesting the dismissal of the initial lawsuit (Havana Docks Corporation vs.

Carnival Corporation D/B/A Carnival Cruise Lines).

The aforementioned lawsuit was filed on 2 May 2019 against Carnival Corporation for, in
the terminology of the Helms-Burton Act, "trafficking” in "confiscated property" by the Cuban
Government, in this case in relation to certain properties located in the Port of Havana.
Carnival Corporation objected, arguing that Havana Docks did not hold a property right

to the land in question at the time it began operating on it.

On August 28, 2019, the Court rejected this exception raised by Carnival Corporation.
However, in connection with two other claims filed by Havana Docks, also under Title I1T
of the Helms-Burton Act, against MSC Cruises and Norwegian Cruise Lines on similar
grounds, the same Court did uphold the defenses raised by both defendants, which
rcqucstcd the dismissal of the claim on the same grounds a]]cgcd by Carnival Corporation.

For this reason, Carnival Corporation raised the same objection again on 7 January 2020.

On 24 April 2020, in relation to the lawsuit filed on 8 January 2020 by Maria Dolores
Canto Marti against Iberostar Hoteles y Apartamentos S.L. ("Iberostar") (case Maria Dolores
Canto Martt, as personal representative of the Estates of Dolores Marti Mercade and Fernando
Canto Bory, vs. Iberostar Hoteles y Apartamentos S.L.), the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Florida has allowed the exception raised by Iberostar, requesting a
temporary suspension of the proceedings until the European Commission decides on the
request filed on April 15, 2020 by the defendant before the aforementioned institution, in
order to obtain an authorization to defend its interests against the aforementioned lawsuit
and thus comply with the provisions of Article 5 of Council Regulation (EU) 1996/2271 of 22
November 1996 protecting against the effects of the extra-territorial application of legislation

adopted by a third country and against actions based thereon or resulting therefrom.

109 4\ person referred to in Article 11 shall, directly or through a subsidiary or intermediary, actively or by
deliberate omission, comply with any requirements or prohibitions, including requirements of foreign courts,
based on or arising directly or indirectly from the legislative texts listed in the Annex or from actions based
thereon or arising therefrom.

In accordance with the procedures referred to in Articles 7 and 8, persons shall be authorised to comply with all
or part of these provisions in cases where non-compliance could seriously harm their interests or those of the
Community. The criteria for the application of this provision shall be established in accordance with the procedure
referred to in Article 8. Where there is sufficient evidence that non-compliance could cause serious harm to a
natural or legal person, the Commission shall urgently submit to the Comité referred to in Article 8 a proposal for
measures to be taken in accordance with Regulation”.
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The plaintiff claims in the above-mentioned application that Iberostar, in the terminology
of the aforementioned Title III of the Burton Act, 'traffics' in 'confiscated property' by operating
since November 2016 the hotel Tberostar Imperial Hotel' on land located in Santiago de

Cuba and expropriated by the Cuban Government in 1961.

e On April 24, 2020, the company Herederos de Roberto Gomez Cabrera LLC, before the
United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, has filed a lawsuit under
the aforementioned Title 11T of the Helms-Burton Act against the Canadian mining company
Teck Resources Limited (case of Herederos de Roberto Gomez Cabrera LLC vs Teck Resources
Limited) for the mineral extraction activities that the lacter has developed in lands located
in the Sierra Maestra region and confiscated by the Cuban Government in 1960, activity
which the plaintift claims is equivalent to 'trafficking' in 'confiscated property' in the

terminology of that Ticle I11.

e On April 24, 2020, the Cuban-American Robert M. Glen has filed a lawsuit before the
United States District Court for the District of Delaware under the aforementioned Title
IIT of the Helms-Burton Act against the multinational financial services companies Visa INC
and its subsidiaries Visa U.S. A INC and Visa International Service Association ("Visa"), as
well as against Mastercard Incorporatcd and its subsidiary Mastercard International
Incorporated ("Mastercard") (Robert M. Glen v. Visa INC, Visa U.S.A INC, Visa International

Service Association, Mastercard Incorporated and Mastercard International Incorporated case).

The applicant claims that Visa and Mastercard, in the terminology of the aforementioned
Act, 'traffic’ in confiscated property’ by operating payment processing networks that facilicate
credit card transactions for the benefit of various hotel companies operating the Iberostar
Tainos, Melia Las Antillas, Blau Varadero and Starfish Varadero establishments, located on

land confiscated by the Cuban Government in 1959.

Therefore, by allowing those hotel companies to charge their guests with a Visa or
Mastercard branded credit card (and by obtaining revenue in relation to each payment
made with those cards), the defendants would be carrying out a lucrative activity that

would benefit from "confiscated property".

e On Apri] 24, 2020, the defendants of the aforementioned Havana Docks, pursuant to the
aforementioned Title III of the Helms-Burton Act, MSC Cruises, Royal Caribbean Cruises,
Carnival Corporation and Norwegian Cruise Lines, filed an "interlocutory appeal” in their
respective proceedings before the United States District Court for the Southern District of
Florida, requesting that the corresponding Court of Appeal rule on the decision to allow
Havana Docks to file a corrected complaint in its respective proceedings before the

aforementioned defendants.
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As of April 30, 2020, twenty—five (25) claims have been filed under Title 11T of the Helms-
Burton Act in U.S. courts against forty-four (44) defendants, some of whom are involved in
more than one proceeding. It should be noted that twenty (20) of the plaintiffs are U.S.

entities.

Among the defendants are eleven (11) travel-related websites, seven (7) companies operated
by the Government of the Republic of Cuba, six (6) hotel companies, five (5) financial
services multinationals, five (5) cruise lines, four (4) airlines, three (3) banks, two (2) e-

commerce COl’IlleIliCS erld once (1) ﬂlCOhOhC bCVCI'ZlgC produccr.
May

On May 1, 2020, in connection with the class action lawsuit filed on January 17 against travel
agencies and travel-related websites Expcdia Group Inc,, Hotels.com L.P., Hotels.com GP,
Orbitz, LLC, Bookings.com B.V. and Booking Holdings INC. (case of Mario del Valle, Enrique
Falla and Angelo Pou, as individuals and on behalf of all others similarly situated vs, Hotels.com L.P.,
Hotels.com GP, Orbitz, LLC, Bookings.com B.V. and Booking Holdings INC), pursuant to Title III of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom) Act of 1996 ("Helms-Burton Act"), before
the Courts of the State of Florida, defendants have filed 2 motion to dismiss the matter on

the following grounds:
2. The courts of the State of Florida do not have jurisdiction to hear this case.
b.  Plaintiffs have not provided reliable proof of their title.

c.The plaintiffs did not acquire title to their property prior to the effective date of the
Helms-Burton Act on March 12,1996, as required by section 30z of Title IIT of that Act.

d. The activity carried out by the plaintiffs does not constitute "trafficking" in the
tcrmino]ogy of the Helms-Burton Act, since the definition of that term, in pamgmph 13,
section 4 of that Act, excludes in cases of "transactions and uses of goods related to lawful
trips to Cuba, to the extent that such transactions and uses of goods are necessary for the

performance of such trips".

In the aforementioned lawsuit, the plaintiffs ;dlege that the defendants "tmffic” in
"confiscated property”" by allowing, through their web pages, to contract services in hotels

built on properties confiscated by the Cuban government in 196o0.

Accordingly, on May 22, 2020, the Court ordered the case closed, granting the defendants’
motions to dismiss, adding that, in addition, the plaintiffs had not sought permission to
amend nor had they indicated in their response to the defendants' motion any inclination to

do so.
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® On 5 May 2020, in connection with the claims brought by Havana Docks Corporation
("Havana Docks") against the cruise lines MSC Cruises SA CO., MSC Cruises (USA) INC,,
Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd., Carnival Corporation and Norwegian Cruise Lines Holdings
Led (cases of Royal Caribbean Cruises, Ltd, vs. Carnival Corporation d/b/a Carnival Cruise Line
and vs. Norwegian Cruise Lines Holdings Led,.), before the Courts of the State of Florida, the
defendants have requested a stay of their respective proceedings for ninety (90) days due to
the complications that the current Covid-19 crisis poses for complying with the procedural

deadlines in their current proceedings.

The aforementioned claims were filed by Havana Docks on 27 August 2019 against the
defendants for, in the terminology of Title III of the Helms-Burton Act, "trafficking" in
"confiscated property” by the Cuban Government, in this case in relation to certain properties
located in the Port of Havana. Both defendants objected, Claiming that Havana Docks did

not hold a property right to the land in question at the time it began operating on it.

In addition, on May 11, 2020, Havana Docks filed a notice of opposition to the
"interlocutory appeal” filed by the defendants in their respective proceedings, before the
Courts of the State of Florida. By means of them, they requested that the corresponding
Court of Appeals rule on the decision to allow Havana Docks to file a corrected complaint

with the aforementioned defendants.

e  On May 6, 2020 the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") announced that BIOMIN
America, Inc. ("BIOMIN America"), an animal nutrition company based in Overland Park,
Kansas, has paid $257,862 to resolve its potentia] liability for apparent violations of the
Cuban Assets Control Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 515 ("CACR").

Specifically, between approximately July 2012 and September 2017, BIOMIN America and
its foreign entities engaged in the sale of a total of 30 agricultura] products produced
outside the United States to Alfarma S.A. in Cuba, without authorization from OFAC,
which resulted in 44 apparent violations of CACR § 515.201.

e On May 11, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed with Amazon.com, INC. and Sushi
International, INC. ("Amazon") by Daniel A. Gonzalez (case of Daniel A. Gonzalez vs.
Amazon.com, INC. and Sushi International, INC.), the Courts of the State of Florida have
granted the defendant's motion dated April 17 to dismiss the lawsuit, alleging that the
plaintiff has failed to establish reliable title to the property that would entitle it to file a
lawsuit under Title III of the Helms-Burton Act, and that the plaintiff has failed to establish
that Amazon was aware of the fact, in the terminology of the aforementioned law,
"trafficked" in "confiscated property" by marketing charcoal produced on certain land located

in Granma province and confiscated by the Cuban Government in 1959.

June
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e In the first week of June 2020, the Trump Administration has announced new policies
aimed at separating the Cuban mi]itary from the commercial and civilian economic
infrastructure of the Republic of Cuba by discouraging, restricting and prohibiting

transactions with entities controlled by the aforementioned military.

Thus, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") informed the company Marriott
International, Inc. ("Marriott International”) that the biannual license that had been
granted since 2016 to manage propertics in the Republic of Cuba would end on 31 August

2020.

The reason for the end of said concession is that the only operational property of Marriott
International, Four Points by Sheraton Havana, is owned by the company Gaviota, which is,
in turn, a subsidiary of the Government Business Administration Group of the Republic of
Cuba (GAESA), ultimately controlled by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of the Republic
of Cuba (FAR).

On the other hand, the United States Department of State added the Cuba Restricted List
("CRL List") to the financial entity CIMEX, S.A. ("FINCIMEX"), the Panamanian
registered subsidiary of Corporacion CIMEX S.A. ("CIMEX") which, in turn, is a subsidiary
of GAESA, the latter being an entity controlled, as mentioned above, by FAR.

As a result, effective June 19, 2020, persons and entities subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States are prohibited (with certain exceptions) from collaborating with
FINCIMEX.

The fact that FINCIMEX is the remittance agent in the Republic of Cuba for The Western
Union Company and processes credit/debit card transactions for Mastercard Incorporated

may trigger both companies to be affected by these measures.

e On October 10, 2018, Poblete Tamargo LLP ("Poblete Tamargo"), a U.S. law firm, filed a
Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") complaint against the U.S. Department of State, in U.S.
District Court for the District of Columbia, in relation to records requested more than five
years ago on U.S. property claims to Cuba. Specifically, the suit is based on two requests
for records, one filed in 2014 and the other in 2015, which were submitted to the State

Department before the U.S. and Cuba normalized their diplomatic relations.

The Poblete Tamargo law firm was particularly interested in the records related to the
application of various provisions of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom)
Act of 1996 ("Helms-Burton Act" / "H — B Act") and other laws related to the settlement of

such pending property claims against the Government of Cuba.

Poblete Tamargo argued that the above-mentioned records will not only help promote
justice and accountability for U.S. citizens harmed by the Republic of Cuba and for those

who today traffic in confiscated property, but will also help U.S. taxpayers understand how
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the claims program has worked and how it can be improved so that future claims programs

can be properly structured to better defend U.S. national and taxpayer interests.

As a result of the lawsuit filed, dated June 12, 2020, Poblete Tamargo has stated that State
Department records reveal that Cuba still owes billions to U.S. taxpayers and that current

property claims are not nearing resolution.

e On June 15, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed by Javier Garcia-Bengochea against
Carnival Corporation in Florida State Court (Javier Garcia—Bengochea v. Carnival
Corpomtion) under the Helms-Burton Act ("H — B Act"), Carnival Corporation has filed a

motion to dismiss the lawsuit.

In this motion Carnival Corporation has used two arguments that it supports with factual
and 1egal arguments: First, that Bengochea did not inherit anything under Costa Rican law,
as reflected in the probate proceeding. Secondly, if Bengochea were entitled to a claim, it
should be noted that the events occurred after 1996, following the publication of the H — B
Act.

[t should be recalled that, in the case of property confiscated before March 12, 1996, under
Section 6082 (a)(4)(B) of Title 22 of the Code of the United States, no action may be brought for
claims of confiscated property, unless such national had acquircd the property, in this case
the Port of Santiago de Cuba, prior to March 12, 1996. In this sense, Carnival Corporation
pointed out that the owner of the mentioned port, on that date, was not Mr. Bengochea.
Therefore, it has considered that a judgment should be issued without entering into an

assessment of the merits of the case, since the material facts are not in dispucte.

Finally, it should be noted that, on May 20, 2020, the judge in the case rejected a motion,
filed on February 24 by two former congressmen, secking consent to provide an Amicus
Curiae brief to hclp interpret the H — B Act and thus support the position of the plaintiff‘in

that process.

e On June 15, 2020, North American Sugar Industries Incorporatcd ("American Sugar”) sued

Xinjiang Goldwind Science & Technology Co.

("Goldwing"), Ltd., Goldwind International Holdings (HK) Ltd., DSV Air & Sea Inc., BBC
Chartering USA LLC. and BBC Chartering Singapore PTE Ltd. under the H — B Act.
According to the plaintiff, after the Cuban Revolution in 1960, the Cuban government
illegally and unjustly expropriated all of American Sugar's assets without receiving any

compensation in return.

Since then, the Cuban Government has used American Sugar's confiscated property to
further its own ends, including granting permission to for-profit businesses ("the
defendants") to use and benefit from that property. Thus, the defendants, who are engaged

in wind energy businesses and transportation and shipping businesses, used or benefited
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financially from the use of Puerto Carupano to deliver equipment for use in the Herradura
Wind Farm Project - Cuba's largest wind energy project - with a benefit of hundreds of

millions of dollars.

The present lawsuit could have a significant political burden because one of the
defendants, Goldwing, is considered one of the most innovative companies in the People's
Repub]ic of China, currently operating in 6 continents and with more than 8,000

employees.

e  On June 16, 2020, in connection with the Complaint filed by Exxon Mobil Corporation
("Exxon Mobil") against Corporacion CIMEX S.A., (Cuba), Corporacion Cimex S.A.
(Panama) and Union Cuba-Petréleo ("CUPET"), before a federal court in Washington DC,

the defendants filed a motion to dismiss the complaint.

In that motion, they argued, among other things, that the sending of remittances from the
United States is a management unconnected with the traffic of confiscated property on the

island and that expropriation was a permissible countermeasure in certain contexts.

[t should be mentioned that the aforementioned lawsuit was filed by Exxon Mobil on May
2, 2019 against the aforementioned defendants for having operated for years the Nico
Lopez refinery in the port of Havana, whose facilities belonged to subsidiaries of its
property, with an original value of almost 72 million dollars. Exxon argues that at no time
did it receive the required compensation for this fact after the nationalization of the

mentioned refinery in 1960.

e On June 16, 2020, CIMEX and CUPET, based on the H — B Act, have further declared chat
the expropriation of Essosa was due to its refusal to refine the oil of the Cuban State, at the
request of the United States, constituting a violation of the law and Cuban national
security. Therefore, the plaintiff cannot prove a violation of customary international law,
since it allows the taking, without compensation, of the property of a foreigner when his

control
or use of the property threatens the peace, security or public order of the State.

Furthermore, assuming an alleged obligation to compensate, the applicant cannot prove
that Cuba did not comply with its obligations. It should be recalled that Essosa's property
was subject to Law No. 851 of 6 July 1960, which would have already provided substantial
compensation but for President Eisenhower's decision in 1960 to reduce Cuba's annual

share of world sugar imports.

The decision to impose such a ban was considered by Cuba to be part of the United States
effort to overthrow the Cuban Government through a combination of armed force and
economic pressures, and therefore, in its view, expropriation was a permissible

countermeasure.
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It should be noted that, at present, based on the H — B Act, 5,913 compensations amounting
to US$ 1,902,202,284.95 have been certified by the United States Commission for the Settlement
of Foreign Claims ("USFCSC"), and have yet to be resolved. The USFCSC recognized a simple
interest of 6% per annum has resulted in claims currently being worth approximately USD
8.7 billion. The claim of the Texan entity Exxon Mobil would be the ninth in importance

of the 5,913 certified claims mentioned.

The Republic of Cuba has recently argued, with respect to these claims, that (1) the
claimant cannot demonstrate, under the Foreign Immunirties Act ("FSIA"), a direct effect in
the United States and (2) the court has no personal jurisdiction over the defendants; two
sufficient grounds to dismiss the case and argue that there is no obligation to compensate

the claimants from any country.

In any case, all this has generated great concern among those who have investments or are

considering investments in Cuba, regardless of the country in which they are located.

As a reaction to all the above, a new lcgislativc impulsc is cxpcctcd in the United States
Congress aimed at facilitating the success of the above-mentioned claims. Specifically, it is

expected that efforts will be made to amend the 1976 FSIA.

On the other hand, regardless of who wins the presidential elections on November 3, any of
the candidates who are elected will be obliged to initiate a process of direct negotiation
with the Diaz-Canel Administration, which will have to change the conditions of a process
of expropriation of property that is already close to sixty years old, without adequate and

timely compensation.

]uly

e On July 6, 2020, a federal judge in Florida dismissed the objection made by the State of
Honduras to an order issued by that judge. The aforementioned objection consisted of the
rejection, at the pre-trial stage, of the request for discovery, which implies that the
requested party must provide documents or indicate that they are available for inspection
by the opposing party. In that objection, it considered that this request for discovcry,
which required documents relating to 12 different matters, was "too broad". The judge

finally dismissed it, considering that the order was "neither clearly wrong nor contrary to law”.

The procedure, which is still ongoing, concerns a lawsuit filed by investors against the
Honduran state for having supported thousands of squatters who surrounded an urban
development project, consisting of 420 homes, from 2012, stopping construction and
preventing the sale of those homes. The aforementioned investors consider that this
attitude is equivalent to the illegal expropriation of an assct belonging to United States

citizens, according to an exception provided for in the Foreign Immunities Act ("FSIA"). They
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also claimed that these squatters received aid from the Empresa Nacional de Energia
Eléctrica de Honduras, which supplied them with cicctricity, and from the Instituto de

Propiedad, a public state institution.

This Honduran expropriation claim may be illustrative for claims made under the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom) Act of 1996 ("Helms-Burton Act” / "H-B Act"), in

which the plaintiffs seek compensation for expropriations made in Cuba.

e On ]uiy 9, 2020, the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida, in
connection with the lawsuit filed by Javier Garcia—Bengochea against Carnival
Corporation, (Javier Garcia-Bengochea v. Carnival Corporation case), has granted Carnival

Corporation's motion and ruled in its favour.

The basis for this decision is the "undisputed fact" that Mr. Bengochea inherited his property
in the Port of Santiago de Cuba on a date later than March 12, 1996, and that, therefore,

there is no possibility of a claim under 22 U.S.C. Section 6082 (a)(4)(B).

The plaintiff is expected to appeal to the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh
Circuit, based in Atlanta, Georgia. It should be noted that most appeals are final, so the
decision of the Court of Appeals is usually the final word in the case, unless the case is
remanded to the trial court for furcher procccdings or the parties request the United States

Supreme Court to review the case.

o As of]uiy 15, 2020, statistics have been pub]ished regarding claims made under the Helms-
Burton Act ("H-B Act") since the Trump Administration made the H-B Act operational on
May 2, 2019.

These statistics show that only five (5) of the 5,913 certified H-B Act claimants have filed a
claim. That is, only ".08%" of the possible claims that could be filed.

August

e Oné6 August 2020 it was the 6oth anniversary of the first expropriations. Specificali}p 382
entities were expropriated by the Government of the Republic of Cuba and the first asset
expropriated was an oil refinery of Texaco Inc., currently a subsidiary of Chevron

Corporation ("Chevron"), valued at 56,196,422.73 dollars (USD).

The Trump Administration did not recognize the 6oth anniversary, despitc highlighting in
2019 its interest in the 5,913 certified applicants and all those non-certified applicants,
which have not been quantified. Nor did it show any recognition by any agency of the US
administration that has a political or legal relationship to these events, such as the

National Security Council, the State Department, the Treasury Department or Congress.
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e  On August 17, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed on January 14, 2010 in Florida
courts by Marlene Cueto Ig]esias and Miriam Ig]esias Alvarez against the alcoholic
beverages company Pernod Ricard, Public Soci¢t¢ Anonyme ("Pernod Ricard") (case
Marlene Cuerto Iglesias and Miriam Iglesias Alvarez, both individuals, vs. Pernod Ricard, Public
Societé Anonyme), on the basis of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Libertad) Act of
1996 ("Helms-Burton Act” / "H-B Act"), the defendant's motion, filed the last 20 of April,

secking the dismissal of that application, has been granted.

The Court recognizes that, as established in the case Javier Garcta-Bengochea vs. Carnival
Corporation, a claim to property once owned by a corporation confiscated by the Cuban
government is sufficient to survive such a motion. Despite this, the Court partially grants
the motion since there is a lack of personal jurisdiction. This procedural defect may be

remedicd by filing a second amended complaint within fourteen (14) days.

e On August 27, 2020, in connection with the lawsuit filed by Havana Docks Corporation
("Havana Docks") against Norwegian Cruise Lines Holdings Ltd ("Norwegian"), the Judge
has ordered the continued discovery of evidence, a procedural moment consisting of the
exchange of documents and information of the parties to a lawsuit, and the provision of

certain information by Norwegian to Havana Docks.

The order was issued following a motion by Havana Docks secking the annulment of the

defendant's objection to meeting and responding to certain discovery requests on the
] g P g Yy 1eq

grounds that the information requested was necessary to challenge the defendant's defence.

Norwegian replied in opposition to the motion arguing that, because the property in

question is located in Havana, discovery of evidence should be limited only to travel to that

city and not to all of Cuba.

e On 31 August 2020 Marriott International has informed that it has been notified by the
United States Department of the Treasury (USA) that it must cease the activity of its Four
Points Sheraton hotel in Havana, and that it is not allowed to open another hotel that it

was completing and which was expected to open in 2020.

This is due to the non-renewal of the biannual license granted by OFAC, which had been
granted in the years 2016 and 2018, allowing Marriott International to manage properties
in the Republic of Cuba. The reason for this decision is due to the fact that the ultimate

owner of both properties is the Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces.
September

e On 1" September 2020, with relation to the claim presented by Havana Docks Corporation
(“Havana Docks”) against the company Norwegian Cruise Lines Holdings Led
(“Norwegian”), the Court has passed an order denying a new motion presented by the

defendant. In said motion, Norwegian requested from the judge the rejection of the claim,
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based on the retroactivity of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Libertad) Act of
1996 (“Helms — Burton Act”’/"H-B Act”). They consider that the H-B Act was not in effect

during the period in which they performc‘d their activicies in Cuba.

The judge stated that the arguments of Norwegian were not supported by the law and were
in fact the result of an incorrect reading of it, given that the Helms — Burton Act (“H-B Act”)
was in effect ever since its enactment in 1996, and that the only thing that was in
suspension until May 2019 was the right to file a claim under the protection of said law.
Furthermore, the judge added that the defendant knew this fact, as did the other
organisations that had economic activities in Cuba, and that, dcspitc that, thcy procccdcd

with their activities.

e  On 5" September 2020, in relation to the claim presented by Javier Garcia-Bengochea
against Carnival Corporation (Javier Garcta-Bengochea vs. Carnival Corporation case), it has
come to light that on 18" August Javier Garcia-Bengochea presented an appeal to the
Court of Appeals of the United States (US) for the 1™ District. Said appeal had been filed
after the District Court of the US, for the South District of Florida, found in the favour of
Carnival Corporation on 9™ July. This court declared that Mr. Bengochea, on having
inherited after the enactment of the H-B Act, was not in a legal position to claim under the

protection of said law.

From the claim, the only results that have emerged are the plaintiff claiming compensation
for 12 million dollars (USD) and the issue that was put before the court. This issue concerns
whether the H-B Act provides any solution for US nationals who, after the 12" March 1996,
inherited properties confiscated by the Castro regime before 12" March 1996. The rest of
the issues to be put forward will be included in the principal report on the appea] that the

plaintiff must produce.

e On 5% September 2020, in relation to the case of Marlene Cuerto Iglesias and Miriam Iglesias
Alvarez, both individuals, vs Pernod Ricard, Public Société Anonyme, it came to light that on
31" August 2020 the plaintiffs Marlene Cuerto Iglesias and Miriam Iglesias Alvarez made a
second claim, amended on the basis of the H-B Act. Said second claim is a consequence of
the dismissal of the first by the Court for a procedural defect, specifically the lack of

personal jurisdiction, rectifiable for a period of fourteen (14) days.

e On 8" September 2020, in relation to the claim presented by North American Sugar
Industries Incorporated (“American Sugar”) against the companies Xinjiang Goldwind
Science & Technology Co. (“Goldwing”), Led., Goldwind International Holdings (HK) Led.,
DSV Air & Sea Inc., BBC Chartering USA LLC (“BBC Chartering USA”), and BBC
Chartering Singapore PTE Led. (“BBC Chartering Singapore), based on the H-B Act, two
parties have requested, through a motion, the rejection of the claim due to the lack of
personal jurisdiction of the Courts of Florida.
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The defendants BBC Chartering USA and BBC Chartering Singapore, represented by the
same l:lwyers, consider that the Court cannot exercise its genera] persona] jurisdiction
given that none of them are based or have their headquarters in Florida. They also
emphasise that it is the precedent of the US Supreme Court of Justice that courts will only
exercise genera] personal jurisdiction over those organisations based in, or with their
headquarters in, the state of the court, except in certain exceptional circumstances. The
defendants conclude that these exception circumstances have not been, and cannot be,
alleged in the claim and that, as a result of this, the court lacks general personal

jurisdiction.

e On 9" September 2020 an interview was published in the Miami Herald with John Kerry,
former Sccrct:u'y of State in the Obama administration and ex-assessor of the policics of
Biden. In said interview Mr Jerry has admitted to feeling a “bit of disappointment”
concerning the actions of Cuba in the years following the normalisation of relations
established under Obama. Furthermore he mentioned that the sanctions imposed by
Trump should be reversed, adding that a Biden presidency will probably “reinvigorate” the

US’s human rights policies in Cuba.

These declarations have been seen by journalists as an attempt by Kerry to improve Biden’s
support amongst Cuban-Americans, primarily living in Miami, in order to win the State of
Florida. Currently, according to the polls, Trump currently leads Biden by around 38
percent in the Cuban-American vote. Similar voting intentions have been found in the
State of Florida, which highlights the importance of the Cuban-American vote as a decisive

factor in the presidential race.

e On 1t September 2020 Mr. Mauricio Claver-Carone was appointed as the new president
of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). He will occupy the position for the next
five (5) years. The media emphasise that Claver-Carone will use the platform of the IDB to
work ciosely with the leaders and individual members of the Organisation of American
States (OAS), with the aim of strengthening the interaction with the Republic of Cuba,
Venezuela and Nicaragua, at the same time as policies that penalise the leadership of said
countries are promoted.

th

e  On 14" September 2020, in relation to the case of Havana Docks Corporation vs. Carnival
Corporation D/B/A Carnival Cruise Lines, the motion presented by Carnival Corporation,
requesting the dismissal of the amended claim, has been rejected. The principal argument
of Carnival Corporation was that the damage is not concrete, given that the property in
question was initially confiscated by the Cuban Government and, therefore, the plaintiff

cannot have been affected by its later use.

MADRID | BARCELONA | BILBAO | VALLADOLID | VIGO | DUBAI | HAVANA | ALGIERS | TEHRAN
www.lupicinio.com

46



LUPICIN

INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM

O

The court responded by mentioning that the damage could have its origin in the
confiscation, but the defendant at no point explains how the continued use of the property
in question makes the damage done to the plaintiff less tangible in the present day.
Furthermore, the court spoke in detail about how the damage to Havana Docks
Corporation (“Havana Docks”) is “real”, given that the organisation is not receiving the
benefits of its stake in the property in question. The subsequent traffic of Carnival
Corporation in the confiscated property has also undermined the right of the plaintiff to
compensation for that expropriation. For these reasons, the court concludes that the
damage suffered by the plaintift is “concrete, specific and imminent” and, for that, they must

continue thC Pprocess.

e On 23 September 2020 the OFAC amended the Cuban Assets Control Regulations
(CACR) with the aim of continuing to implement the foreign policy aim of President
Donald Trump to dcny the Cuban regime sources of income. The changcs restrict lodging
in certain properties in Cuba, identified in the new Cuba Prohibited Accommodations
List; the importing of alcohol or tobacco products with Cuban origin; the attendance or
organisation of professional meetings or conferences in Cuba, as well as the participation
in and organisation of certain public performances, clinics, workshops, competitions and
exhibitions in Cuba. These amendments will enter into force when the Federal Register is

published.

th

e  On 29" September 2020, in relation to the claim presented by Exxon Mobil Corporation
(“Exxon Mobil”) against the companies Corporacion CIMEX S.A., (Cuba), Corporacion
CIMEX S.A. (Panama) and Unién Cuba-Petroleo (“CUPET”), to a federal court in
Washington DC, the plaintiff has invoked a Memorandum of Law in opposition to the

request for the dismissal of the claim by the defendants.

The principal argument of Exxon Mobil is that the defendants, by admitting that they are
trading in the confiscated property, cannot maintain their argument that they have
sovereign immunity, according to the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act (FSIA). This is
due to the fact that the FSIE applies whenever it does not contradict the H-B Act, in which
case the latter is applied. For this, as commerce in confiscated property is included in the
H-B Act, these circumstances represent an exception to the aforementioned immunity.
They also allege that, if the court does not consider this exception to be applicable, both
the exception of commercial activity as well as the exception of expropriation of the FSIA

would continue to concur and, therefore, the defendants cannot claim immunity.

e Onjo® September 2020 the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), by virtue of the Cuban
Assets Control Regulations, added one (1) individual of Cuban nationality for being the
leader of GAESA, a Cuban military conglomerate “which helps to finance the Cuban regime

and participates in interference in Venezuela”.
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October

e  On October 2, 2020, in relation to the lawsuit filed by the heirs of the founders of Banco
Nufez (“Successors”) against the companies Socicte Génerale, S.A. y BNP Paribas, S.A., the
defendants have submitted a motion requesting the rejection of the claim, based on the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Libertad) Act of 1996 (“‘Helms — Burton Act” / “H-B
Act”).

The principal allegation of the defendants is that the claim does not contain any supported
argument that any of the confiscated assets have actually been used for doing business.
They also mention that the fact that Banco Nufiez was confiscated by Cuban nationals
underscores the lack of legitimacy of their claim, since the Helms — Burton Act (“H-B Act”)
requires the claimant to put forward a valid “complaint” concerning the confiscated asset
and that “according to international law, such a complaint is not recognised when it concerns a

domestic expropriation from the country’s own nationals”.

e On October 7, 2020, it was published that a lawsuit had been filed the 1™ of September,
before the Courts of Florida by several claimants against Lafarcho]cim Led
(“LafargeHolcim”); De Ruiter Ouderlande B.V. (“De Ruiter”); Las Pailas De Cemento
S.A.U. (“Las Pailas”); and an unknown subsidiary of the LafargeHolcim Group (“Unknown
Subsidiary”), requesting compensation of over 270 million USD, based on the retroactivity
of the H-B Act.

On the 6™ August 1960 the Cuban Government decided to expropriate all properties
belonging to the company Azucarera Soledas, S.A. (“Soledad”) without paying any
compensation to the US owners of this company and the claimants in this current claim.
The Cuban State converted the confiscated property into the Karl Marx cement plant,
which uses and benefits from the confiscated property, as well as its rivers, railways,

limestone and other parts of its infrastructure.

The claimants, whose demands have been certified by the Foreign Claims Settlement
Commission (FCSC), are requesting from the defendants triple the total amount of the
financial damages, interests, costs and fees of lawyers, as a result of their use of the

confiscated property for business purposed, as established in the H-B Act.

e On October 7, 2020, a series of statistics were published relating to the H-B Act and the
demands presented under it. The following statistics are particularly noteworthy: 29 claims
have been prcscntcd, of which 11 have been certified by the FCSC and 18 have not; 3 claims
have now been rejected by the Courts of Appeal; more than 65 law firms have been
involved; more than 189 lawyers involved; more than 10,000 legal documents presented;
more than 5 million USD in billable hours of law firms; 14 countries affected; 113 claimants

(some involved in multiple cases); 4 requests for collective shares; 58 defendants, some
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involved in multiple cases; 22 defendants from the United States, not including
subsidiaries; initially 6 defendants from the Republic of Cuba, currently only 3 remain; 26
defendants not from the United States of America (USA); & defendants from the European

Union (EU); as well as 5 businesses notified as possible defendants.

e On October 8, 2020, a suspension of procedures has been published, which was requested
on 18" September 2020, before the courts of Florida by Imperial Brands PLC (“Imperial
Brands”) in relation to the claim previously filed by various descendants of Ramon
Rodriguez Gutic¢rrez (“Rodriguez family”) against Imperial Brands; Corporacion Habanos,
S.A; WPP PLC; Young and Rubicam LLC; and BCW LLC, under the H-B Act.

Imperial Brands, a British company, sought this suspension of proceedings in order to have
sufficient time to obtain a response from the European Commission (EC) to their request
for authorisation to act and defend themselves in this case. If the case were to proceed
without Imperial having obtained this authorisation, the company would run the risk of

being responsible in their home jurisdiction.

e On October 8, 2020, the President of the Republic of Cuba, Miguel Diaz-Canel, has
announced the publication, in the coming days, of new economic measures, known as the
“Tarea de Ordenamiento”, amongst which are monetary unification, pension reforms and
pricing reforms. The Cuban President has explained that by eliminating the Convertible
Cuban Peso (CUC) and making the Peso (CUP) the sole legal currency in Cuba, they will

be able to continue to warrant bank deposits in both local and foreign currencies.

President Diaz-Canel added that although these measures do not represent a “magic
solution” to the country’s economic problems, they should lead to an increase in worker
productivity, and he has reassured the Cuban people that any money they currently hold,
regardless of currency, will be respected. He has also announced the upcoming elimination
of the “libreta de abastecimiento”, which allows Cubans to buy basic products at subsidised
prices, when the “markets are in a different sicuation and a group of economic and financial

relations advance in the country”.

e  On October 12, 2020, of the Cight EU entities Currcntly acting as defendants in proccdurcs
concerning the H-B Act, two have at this point requested authorisation from the EC to take

part in these procedures.

0

This authorisation is requested since the Blocking Statute, Regulation (EC) n.’ 1996/2271 of

110 nd

the Council™, from 22™ November 1996, prohibits any EU national or entity from
complying with extraterritorial sanctions imposed by the USA, including the H-B Act. For

this reason, the defending entities must request authorisation from the EC in order to

110 Regulation (EC) n. © 1996/2271 of the Council, from 22nd November 2020, on the protection against the
effects of extraterritorial legislation adopted by a third country, and against the actions based on or derived from
this legislation.
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carry on defending themselves in the proceedings taking place in the US without failing to

abide by this European regulation.

e On October 12, 2020, Mariel Container Terminal (TC Mariel), operated by PSA
International Pte Led., (“PSA International”) reached the milestone of having handled 2
million containers (TEU) since its inauguration on 27‘11 January 2014. This milestone forms
part of TC Mariel's contribution to the modernisation project and the economic
development of Cuba, as a key element of the Special Development Zone of Mariel (Zona
Espccial de Desarrollo del Mariel — ZEDM). The ZEDM was inauguratcd in November

2013, and providcs both a production and a logistics platform.

The TC Mariel offers berths in protected waters, as well as carrying out loading operations,
with a 7o2-metre-long dock and four Super-Post-Panamax cranes. The terminal has an
annual capacity of 800,000 containers and in 2019 handled 322,000. The terminal’s modern
infrastructure, as well as its qualified personnel, its advanced technology and its access
channel for Panamax vessels, which is currently in the process of being dredged in order to
accommodate Neopanamax vessels, have positioned the terminal as a strategic logistical

centre with huge potential within the region.

®  On October 20, 2020, a notification from the Export-Import Bank of Washington (EXIM) from
22" September was made public, stating that Cuba still owes 54 million USD, interest included,
to the USA.

The first EXIM was originally established as a banking corporation from the District of
Columbia by Executive Order 6581, made by Franklin D. Roosevelt on 2™ February 1934. Its
aim was to “help to finance and facilitate exports and imports, and the trade of basic products
between the United States and other nations, their entities and their nationals”, with the

immediate purpose of offering loans to the USSR and Latin America.

On the other hand, Roosevelt created a second EXIM through Executive Order 6638, issued
on 9™ March 1934, with the specific aim of helping to boost trade with Cuba. In 1936 it was
combined with the first when Congress transferred all Obligations to the second. In chis
way, the EXIM has continued to carry out its functions, helping to finance and facilitate
the export of assets and services from the USA when private sector moneylenders have not

wanted or been able to offer funding,

The Cuban debt to the EXIM principally represents delayed quotas of loans made by the
EXIM in the 1950s to US subsidiaries that were subsequently expropriated by the Cuban
Government. As the years have passed without any advance made with respect to the
situation doubts have incvitab]y formed as to whether the US is trying to recover the debt

and if it will ever be repaid.
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e On October 20, 2020, John S. Kavulich published an article in Cubatrade.org on the EU’s
Blocking Statute and what it means for European entities currently involved in procedures

in the US concerning the H-B Act.

He starts by mentioning that the objective of the EU’s Blocking Statute and is to protect
EU companies and individuals from the extraterritorial npplication of foreign laws and
regulations in which such application is specified. Specifically this covers certain US
sanctions against Iran and Cuba. This is due to the fact that the EU considers the
extraterritorial application of unilateral coercive measures to be contrary to international

lﬂW.

He continues by highlighting the three principal functions of the Blocking Statute. In the
first instance, the Statute annuls the effect of any foreign ruling, including the rulings of
courts, which lead to the enactment of these measures within the EU. Secondly, it allows
EU individuals to recover liquidated damages for the losses they may have suffered as a
consequence of these sanctions. Finally, it prohibits EU operators from obeying these

sanctions.

However, he highlights that EU companies and individuals can request authorisation from
the EC in order to obey these sanctions. If there is sufficient evidence to suggest that
failure to comply would scriously threaten their interests or those of the EU, the CE may
approve this authorisation, through a confidential process, before the appearance before

the court.

The article concludes by mentioning that all decisions on requests for authorisation will be
made after careful deliberation, in which all arguments and evidence surrounding the
possible serious risk posed to the interests of the requestor(s) or the EU will be carefully
considered. Ultimately, it is the EC that must decide whether to grant such authorisation

with the consensus of member states, who participate through committees.

e On October 31, 2020, an article was published in Cubatrade.org on whether the new
President-elect of the USA will invice Cuba and Venezuela to participate in the 2021
Americas Summit. This question has arisen as the Summic will take place in the USA and

will be hosted by the new elected President.

The article starts by explaining the argument that the inclusion of President Diaz-Canel of
Cuba and President Nicolas Maduro at the summit could provoke the exertion of a
collective pressure on them by other countries. It could also present collective
opportunities for different countries. However, centring the attention on these countries
would highlight “their underdevelopment with respect to the successes of neighbouring countries in

business, economic and political-institutional matters”.

On the other hand, the existence of arguments which advocate the exclusion of both

countries from the summit is acknowledged, with these arguments reflecting the
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widespread, although not unanimous, disagreement of the rest of the participants with

their actions.

Finally, the article contrasts the possible election of either of the two candidates as US
President. In the case Biden’s election being confirmed it seems likely he will be more
cautious in extending invitations to President Diaz-Canel and President Maduro unless he
sees opportunities for negotiation, particularly with Venezuela. Tt is also possible that
Biden may require their participation as a condition in order to make changes to the

policies in place of the Trump administration that affect these countries.
November

e On 3 November 2020, in connection with the action brought by Mario del Valle, Enrique
Falla and Angelo Pou against the companies Trivago Gmbh ("Trivago"), Booking.Com B.V.
("Booking"), Grupo Hotelero Caribe S.A., Corporacion de Comercio y Turismo
Internacional Cubanacan S.A., Grupo de Turismo Gaviota S.A., and Expedia Inc.
("Expedia"), some of the defendants have requested, from the United States Court of
Appeals (U.S) for the Eleventh District, a dismissal of the lawsuit based on the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom) Act of 1996 ("Helms-Burton Act” / "H-B Act”).

First, Booking considers that the order of the Court of the Eleventh District cited above
dismissing the plaintiffs’ claim for lack of personal jurisdiction should be upheld by the
above-mentioned Court oprpeals. It also argues that a Dutch entity with no US presence,
which operates only through a website, cannot be a ground for personal jurisdiction. It
concludes, therefore, that there is no point in holding a hearing and making oral

argument S.

Second, Expedia submits that the plaintiffs’ action suffers from two decisive jurisdictional
defects. One is the lack of personal jurisdiction, in which it argues the same arguments as
Booking above, and the other is based on the fact that the federal courts have no
jurisdiction in this matter. This is because the p]aintiffs have no standing under Article III
of the US Constitution. This is because they have not alleged facts to show that they
suffered a particular injury, let alone one that is causally related to Expedia which only
offers resort bookings. Instead, the applicants claim a statutory violation which the
Supreme Court, as well as the Court of Appeals, has directly held not to be a de facto
prejudice sufficient to give them standing. It is for these reasons that the Court has been

asked to confirm the first instance ruling.

e On November 3, an article was published on Cubatrade.org that raises the question of
whether Joe Biden, once elected President of the United States, will suspend the Helms-
Burton Act ("H-B Act").
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The Trump Administration, on May 2, 2019, made operational the Helms-Burton Act,
which authorizes the filing of lawsuits in U.S. district courts against companies and
individuals who use a certified or uncertified claim when the owner of the claim has not

received compensation from Cuba or a third party who is using the asset in question.

There is no consensus among attorneys, plaintiffs and defendants in H-B Act lawsuits, on
whether the Biden Administration would suspend that law. However, it genera]ly appears
that most agree with the following assessments: they would have nothing to gain from the
suspension with respect to the European Union (EU), where most of the non-US
defendants are located, since it has not taken any significant action so far, so the Biden
Administration would not have a chance of quid pro quo; furthermore there is no
compelling reason not to wait for the final resolutions of the twenty-nine (29) lawsuits
filed; as long as the law is active it would be a negotiating tool for the Biden

Administration; and finally there is no internal political pressure to suspend it again.

e On November 9, 2020, another article has been published in Cubatrade.org on the
Administration of newly elected US President Joe Biden and possible actions to be taken

regarding Cuba.

In the opinion of the article, this Administration will not return in the short term to the
commercial, economic and political panorama between the US and Cuba that existed
before 20 January 2017. The Biden Administration will face opposition from a "larger, less
porous and more media-savvy” Congress that may limit, perhaps consistently or
intermittently during its four-year term, a strong new commitment to Cuba. Of great
importance to the members of Congress in terms of reducing opposition to re-establishing
relations with Cuba would be, among other commercial, economic and political changes,
Cuba's commitment to reducing its relations with the Nicolas Maduro Administration in
Venezuela. If Cuba were to honour that commitment, the Biden Administration would
have "a relatively wide margin to introduce Changes in the Trump Administration's decisions
regarding the Republic of Cuba". Although conditionality would remain, but be much more
flexible, rather than rigid.

e  On November 10, 2020, the new Biden Administration announced the key members of the
Agency Review Teams (ARTs), responsible for assessing the operations of federal agencies,
including the State Department and the Treasury Department (on which the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is dependent), so that the incoming Biden Administration

will be prepared to lead the U.S.

The ARTs are comprised of highly experienced professionals with extensive experience in
kcy policy areas across the federal government. The teams possess  a divcrsity of

perspectives critical to addressing the most urgent and complex challenges in the U.S.
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In the words of President Biden, "the work of the agency's review teams is critical to protecting
national security, addressing the current public health crisis, and demonstrating that the United

States remains the beacon of democracy for the world".

e  On November 10, 2020, in connection with the currently suspended proceedings in the
lawsuit previously filed by several p]aintiffs who are descendants of Ramon Rodr{guez
Gutiérrez (”Rodm’gucz Fami]y”) against Imperia] Brands PLC ("Imperial Brands");
Corporacion Habanos, S.A; WPP PLC; Young and Rubicam LLC; and BCW LLC,
conducted under the H-B Act, Impcrial Brands has providcd an updatc on the status of the
request for authorization from the European Commission ("EC") to act in such

proceedings.

Firstly, the Commission confirmed receipt of this request and advised Imperial Brands that
until it receives such authorisation it is prohibited from appearing in these proceedings.
Imperial Brands then requested an update of the request before the deadline of 23 October
2020. The Commission, on 21 October 2020, informed Imperial Brands chat ic is
considering its request and will make every effort to ensure that a decision is taken in due

coursc.

e On November 16, 2020, an article was published in Cubatrade.org about the likely increase
of "mules" transporting money from the US to Cuba because Western Union no longer

provides remittance services between those countries.

The company Western Union stopped operating in Cuba on November 23rd, after the US
government sanctioned the financial corporation Fincimex, which was the Cuban
counterpart of the US money transfer firm. This means, as mentioned in the article, that
inevitably what was the norm twenty years ago, individual passengers serving as "mules" to
carry dollars (USD) on board for their families, friends, clients in Cuba, etc., will happen

again. Often, "mules” can carry 10,000 USD or more.

The article continues by mentioning that waiting time in security lines at airports with
ﬂights to Cuba is likcly to increase, as sccondary checks are 1ikcly to be made on each
passenger. The operational disruptions will affect members of the Washington, D.C.-based
organization Airlines for America, which represents the ten largest airlines in the United
States. It is not known to what extent an increase in "mule" traffic will affect their
schedules and budgets but the impact may result in airlines choosing not to serve Cuba, or
reducing their services, if they are not able to systematically schedule departures and

arrivals.

He concludes by noting that Transportation Security Administration (TSA) officers, along
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officers, may need to be specifically trained to
identify violators of the binding regulations. It may also be necessary for other Miami-
Dade Police Department Airport District Police officers to monitor passengers prior to

screening, as there may be an increase in criminal activity in and out of Miami
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International Airport terminals. This could have a significant impact on the already tight
budgets and staffing schedules of the TSA, CBP, Miami-Dade Police Department and
OFAC, among others.

e On November 17, an article was published on the Cubatrade.org website about Cuba's

options for retaining Western Union's electronic remittance services.

The Trump Administration prohibited U.S.-based companies from dealing with entities
controlled by the Rcvo]utionary Armed Forces (FAR) of the chublic of Cuba. Thus, the
US State Department added American International Services (AIS), operated by the
government of the Republic of Cuba, to the Cuban Restricted List (CRL), as well as
Financiera Cimex (Fincimex), the Panama-based subsidiary of Corporacion Cimex, which
in turn is a subsidiary of Grupo de Administracion Empresarial S.A. (GAESA), which is
controlled by the FAR. Fincimex is the distribution partner in the Republic of Cuba for

the company Western Union.

With the incoming Biden Administration it does not seem that there will be any changes
in the CCC either, although the current limitation of $1,000 per quarter for remittances

from the United States to the Republic of Cuba is expected to change.

The Republic of Cuba continues to evaluate options for Fincimex, including the sale or
transfer of the subsidiary to an entity not controlled by the Government of the Republic of
Cuba, such as Banco de Credito y Comercio S. A. (BANDEC), Banco Popular de Ahorro
S.A. (BPA), Banco Financiero Internacional S.A. (BFI), Banco Internacional de Comercio
S.A. (BICSA) or Banco Metropolitano S.A. (WB), each of which could absorb and maintain

Fincimex's operations without problems.

e On 23 November 2020 an article has been published on the Cubatrade.org website
concerning three possible new appointments in the next Biden Administration and how

they concern Cuba.

Pending confirmation, Mr. Antony John Blinken will be appointed US Secretary of State,
Ms. Linda Thomas-Greenfield will be appointed US Permanent Representative to the
United Nations and Mr. Jacob Jeremiah Sullivan will be appointed Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs. The inclusion of these three individuals in the
next Biden Administration is a good indication of the return to a multi-agency approach

focusing on traditional decision-making processes across the US Government.

Significantly, none of the three have ever been or are planning to become elected officials,
and they are not focusing on positioning themselves for future positions, an approach that
has affected previous incumbents. As far as Cuba is concerned, the inclusion of these three
people should not suggest an aggressive or immediate return to the policies of the Obama

administration prior to 20 January 2017 and it seems that the strategy "will be cautious”.
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e On November 24, 2020, an article was published on the Cubatrade.org website about the

next U.S. Secretary of the Treasury, Janet Yellen.

The article begins by mentioning that during her previous positions at the U.S. Federal
Reserve, Secretary Yellen has been accustomed to supporting career civil servants. In
addition, because of her academic background, she is expected to focus on macroeconomic
and microeconomic issues affecting the U.S. economy, as well as work closely with the U.S.

Federal Reserve and the U.S. Congress.

It is not known whether companies such as Marriott International, Western Union
Company and Carnival Corporation, among others, whose operations were halted by
decisions of the Trump Administration, will seck to have OFAC regulations amended by
carly 2021, thus revising existing OFAC licences. They may also seek the cancellation of

OFAC licenses so that they can resume operations, as was permitted before Trump's term.

He continues to stress that, in the case of the Republic of Cuba and Venezuela, the result
will be continued investigations into violations of U.S. laws, including thosc affecting
companies and individuals in the jurisdictions of the twenty-seven members of the
European Union (EU), Canada, Japan, South Korea and other U.S. commercial, economic
and political allies. This is because the scale of investigations conducted by OFAC career
officers has been a constant during the Obama and Trump administrations, and is not

expected to change.

He concludes by noting that selection decisions for high-profile foreign policy positions for
President-elect Biden have been civil service in nature, with no elected politicians. This
will more effectively isolate political appointments and potentially allow a greater level of
proactivity because there will be fewer traditional pressure points centred on Capitol Hill
that can be used to diminish or reverse decisions.

e On November 25, 2020, an article was published on Cubatrade.org that includes the

statements of Secretary of State Michael R. Pompeo in Fox News about Venezuela.

The article reflects Pompeo's opinion on what he thinks about the statements of James
Mattis, former US Secretary of Defense, in which he mentioned that "In practice, "America
first" has meant America alone. This has damaged the country's ability to address problems before
they reach US territory and has therefore exacerbated the danger posed by emerging threats".

"...the work we have done to build a huge coalition to go after the socialist

In Pompeo's opinion
Maduro, to go after the Cubans, these are real coalitions, real things that work. It wasn't just the
United States. It was us who did it with our friends and allies based on shared interests and a
reality that recognized the central facts of what it is and not pretending that things are the way we

would like them to be”

The article mentions that President Maduro "re-clected in 2018" has not been recognised by

sixty countries, out of 193 UN member states, that is 30 per cent. Those sixty "friend and
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ally” countries referred to by Secretary of State Pompeo are participants unwilling to
support him, as they have companies committed to Cuba, as well as Venezuela, which has

been threatened with sanctions by the United States.

e  On November 25, 2020, the Central Bank of Cuba began to "move" to allow the recurn of
Western Union to Cuba through the authorization of another entity other than Financiera
Cimex, S.A. (Fincimex) to serve as a partner to the US transnational in the business of
remittances to the island. On January 8, 2020, Resolution No. 4/2020 of the Central Bank of
Cuba was publishcd in the Official Gazette of the chublic of Cuba, Cancclling the license
of Fincimex and granting a new onc regu]ating the activities of non—banking financial

institutions.

This new licence appears to be aimed at the entity Servicios de Pago Red S.A. (REDSA),
which requested a revision of its licence to include among its activities the management
and processing of family remittances from abroad to Cuba. REDSA is the institution in
charge of the administration of the Cuban ATM network and the personalisation of RED
plastic cards and matrixes under the RED brand. This entity now has a period of 30 days to

adapt its system to the new functions granted by the Central Bank.

With the authorisation of a civil entity such as REDSA, they would be paving the way for
the re-establishment of the remittance business to Cuba through Western Union. The
Biden Administration will not remove Fincimex from the OFAC blacklist, but it is
assumed that it will not do anything to place REDSA on the same list either, so that the

business of remittances to Cuba could be resumed as of January.

e On November 30, 2020, an article was published on the Cubatrade.org website about Jake
Sullivan, who has been appointed as the new National Security Advisor to President-elect

Biden, and his position on Cuba.

According to Jake Sullivan on Twitter, "We support the Cuban people in their struggle for
freedom and echo the calls for the Cuban government to release peaceful protesters. The Cuban
people must be allowed to exercise the universal right to freedom of expression”. The statement is a
reaction to the imprisonment of human rights defender Solis Gonzalez, "who was detained and held
incommunicado for three days by regime officials and who was later abruptly sentenced for a
dubious crime of contempt. Following his arrest, regime officials also detained dozens of journalists
and human rights defenders who were secking information about his case or advocating for his

release”.
December

e On December 2, 2020, an article was published on Cubatrade.org about the 3oth lawsuit
based on the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (Freedom) Act of 1996 ("Helms-Burton
Act" / "H-B Act").
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This lawsuit, as the article comments, was filed on November 9, 2020, by the heirs of the
owners of Bank Pujol ("Pujol Family"), which "was confiscated after the Cuban revolution”,
against BNP Paribas, S.A., and Soci¢t¢ Gencerale, SA. The lawsuit has been filed in New
York courts because, according to the plaintifts, "both defendants have financial transactions

that circulate through New York State, and are therefore subject to U.S. jurisdiction”.

e On December 10, 2020, an article was published on Cubatrade.org regarding the possible
suspension of Title III of the Helms-Burton Act ("H-B Act") by President-elect Biden's

Administration.

The article begins by stating that the Biden Administration may again suspend the H-B
Act, which was activated by President Trump on May 2, 2019, as Carly as Fcbruary 4, 2021. It
goes on to say that if the Biden Administration removes the H-B Act, a legal tool for the
5,913 certified plaintiffs and their claims will be lost. This implies that the Biden
Administration should then "engage promptly and directly with the government of the Republic
of Cuba to negotiate a settlement for the $1,902,202,284.95 in certified claims”. There seems to be
no consensus among legal representatives as to whether the H-B Act will finally be

suspended again by that Administration.

He continues by stressing that a suspension would not affect the thirty (30) lawsuits
already filed under the H-B Act. For any of the remaining 5,913 certified plaintiffs who
have not yet filed a lawsuit, as well as for the unknown number of non-certified plaintiffs
who have not yet been filed, it would mean "finding the courthouse doors closed to them”. So
far, eleven (11) certified p]aimiffs have filed claims and eighteen (18) uncertified p]aintiffs
have filed claims as well. Four of the claims have already been appealed and have reached

the courts of appeal.

It should be mentioned that no judgment has yet been handed down because the claims
have not reached the final stage and that recovery of damages from these claims by the
claimants is still pending.

e As of December 20, 2020, two separate lawsuits have been filed by Odette Blanco Rosell,
one against Crowley Maritime Corporation ("Crowley Maritime") and the other against
Seabord Marine Limited ("Seabord Marine"), in Florida courts, under the H-B Act. Both
lawsuits, which are the thirty-first and thirty-second lawsuits under the H-B Act, are based
on the fact that the defendants have been acting and carrying out economic activities in
the Mariel Special Development Zone (MSDZ).

These claims mention that in 1960 the Government of Cuba expropriated, without any
compensation, the properties of the Blanco Rosell brothers, relatives of the plaintiff,
including the now named "ZEDM". This is a special economic zone in Cuba with its own

legal structure, considered "Cuba's flagship project to attract investment”. The applicant points

MADRID | BARCELONA | BILBAO | VALLADOLID | VIGO | DUBAI | HAVANA | ALGIERS | TEHRAN
www.lupicinio.com

58



2.

LUPICIN

INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM

O

out that the applicants have been trading and carrying out economic activities 'for several
years' on the above-mentioned confiscated property, namely the ZEDM, and states that

they were notified of this fact without ceasing to carry out such activities.

On 21 December 2020 the OFAC, under the Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR), added
three (3) entities, all Cuban nationals, to the Specially Designated Nationals List ("SDN List")
"as they are three entities controlled by the Cuban army with strategic functions in the Cuban

economy”.

On 28 December 2020, a brief article was published on Cubatrade.org, relating to the
thirty—first and thirty—second lawsuits, filed during the month of December, against two

entities for acting in the ZEDM.

The article mentions that there are currently sixteen entities operating in the zone, as well
as another entity authorised by the US Government that is not yet operational, and asks
whether, after the filing of these two lawsuits, all these entities risk becoming defendants

in lawsuits based on the H-B Law.

CHINA

January

On 23 January 2020, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") has added two (2)
natural persons of Chinese nationality and five (5) Chinese entities to the Specially
Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List ("SDN List") for their investments in Iran,
pursuant to Executive Order 13846 of 6 August 2018, which imposes sanctions on entities
operating in certain strategic sectors of the Iranian economy, such as the oil, automobile or

metal sectors.

The United States Congress is still considering a bill on sanctions against China for the

detention of the Uighur minority. No law has yet been passed.

March

On March 2, 2020, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") added two (2) natural
persons of Chinese nationality to the Specially Designated Nationals And Blocked Persons List
("SDN List") for involvement in the laundering of crypto currencies, having previously

carried out a Cybcr raid.

On 18 March 2020, OFAC added five (5) Chinese entities to the SDN List, pursuant to

Executive Order 13846 of 6 August 2018, which imposes sanctions on entities operating in
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certain strategic sectors of the Iranian economy, such as the automotive petroleum or

mcta]lurgical SCCtors.
May

e On May 19, 2020, OFAC has added one (1) Chinese entity to the Specially Designated
Nationals And Blocked Persons List ("SDN List") for its relationship with Iranian airline Mahan
Air.

June

e On June 25, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to the Iran Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act of 2012
("[FCA"), has added one (1) Chinese entity to the SDN List for transfbrring 300 metric tons
of graphite to an Iranian entity on the SDN List.

July

e As of July 1, 2020, the US. Departments of State, Commerce, Homeland Security and
Treasury have issued a risk warning for companies with potential supply chain exposure to

human rights abusers in the Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region.

Companies with potential exposure in their supply chain to Sinkiang, or to facilities
outside Sinkiang that use labour or goods from Sinkiang, should be aware of the
reputational, economic and legal risks involved in engaging with entities that commit
human rights abuses, including but not limited to forced labour in the manufacture of

goods for domestic and international distribution.

e On July 9, 2020, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC"), pursuant to Executive Order
13818 of December 21, 2017, has added four (4) natural persons of Chinese nationality and one

(1) Chinese entity to the Specially Designated Nationals And Blocked Persons List ("SDN List")

These sanctions were issued for their relation to "serious rights abuses” against ethnic

minorities in the Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region.

e On 14 July 2020, the President of the United States (US) has issued Executive Order 13936 by
which, following the entry into force in June of China's national security legislation, Hong
Kong is no longer considered sufficiently autonomous to justify differential treatment with
China and, as it is considered a threat, a national emergency is declared followed by

various measures.
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These include an end to the special economic treatment granted to Hong Kong, the
climination of US preference for Hong Kong passport holders over Chinese passport

holders and the suspension of extradition agreements.

e On July 15, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13661 of March 16, 2014 and Executive
Order 13848 of September 12, 2018, added three (3) Chinese entities to the SDN List because of
their relationship with Yevgeniy Prigozhin ("Prigozhin”) and because they are shell
companies that allow him to evade sanctions and conduct transactions in U.S. dollars,

dcspitc bcing blocked in the U.S. financial system.

e On 17 July 2020, OFAC, under the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Designation Act ("Kingpin Act"),
has added four (4) natural persons of Chinese nationality and one (1) Chinese entity to the
SDN List for providing support to the Zheng Drug Trafficking Organization (DTO), run
by the Chinese "synthetic opioid trafficker" Fujing Zheng

e OnJuly 31, 2020, OFAC, under the Global Magnitsky Sanctions Regulations, has added two (2)
Chinese government officials and one (1) government entity of the same nationality
(Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps) to the SDN List for their connection with
serious human rights abuses against ethnic minorities in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous

Region.

On the same day, OFAC also issued the Global Magnitsky General License 2, which authorizes
certain transactions and divestment activities related to the blocked subsidiaries of the

aforementioned Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps.
August

e On 7 August 2020 the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), pursuant to Executive
Order 13936 of July 14, 2020, added eleven (11) individuals to the Specially Designated
Nationals and Blocked Persons List ("SDN List") for undermining Hong Kong's autonomy

and restricting the freedom of expression or assembly of Hong Kong citizens.

° On 25 August 2020, OFAC, pursuant to the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Sanctions
Regulations (FNKSR), has added one (1) natural person of Chinese nationality and one (1)
Chinese entity to the SDN List for trafficking and shipping fentanyl to the United States.

September

e On 3" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of the Executive Order 13846, of 6" August 2018,
added to the Specially Designated Nationals List (‘SDN List”) two (2) Chinese nationals and

six (6) Chinese organisations for participating in important transactions concerning the
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purchasing, acquiring, sale, transport or commercialisation of petrol, as well as petrol-

derived products, coming from Iran, with knowledge of their origin.

October

e On October 19, 2020, the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), in virtue of the Iran
Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act zo1z (IFCA) has added two (2) Chinese nationals and
six (6) Chinese entities to the Specially Designated Nationals List (“SDN List”) “for having

offered assets and services, financial support, material support or technological support to Al Qaeda”.

e On October 29, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846, issued on 6" August
2018, added one (1) Chinese national and five (5) Chinese entities to the SDN List “for their

participation in the purchase and sale of Iranian petrochemical products”.
November

e On 9 November 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13936 of 14 July 2020, added four
(4) natural persons of Chinese nationality (not specified) to the Specially Designated
Nationals List ("SDN List").

e On 10 November 2020 OFAC, pursuant to the [ranian Financial Sanctions Regulations (IFSR)
and the Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferators Sanctions Regulations (NPWMD), added two
(2) Chinese entities to the SDN List "for facilitating the procurement of "sensitive goods" from an
entity controlled by the Ministry of Dcfence and Logistics of the Iranian Armed Forces, which is the

coordinating entity of Iran's ballistic missile programme”.

e On 12 November 2020, President Donald Trump signed an Executive Order prohibiting
Americans from investing in Chinese companies that his administration claims are owned
or controlled by the Chinese military. The order applies to thirty-one (31) Chinese
companies which "allow the development and modernisation” of the Chinese army and "directly
threaten" the security of the United States. Among these entities is the technological entity

Huawei.

Trump’s order prohibits US investors from owning, trading in, or otherwise dealing with
any securities originating from or exposed to these firms. This order also includes pension
funds or shares of companies that are prohibited. Investors will have to divest their

holdings in such companies by November 2021.

e On 30 November 2020 the OFAC, under Executive Order 13692 of 8 March 2015, added to
the SDN List one (1) Chinese entity "for supporting the efforts of the illegitimate Maduro regime
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to undermine democracy in Venezuela, including its efforts to restrict Internet service, carry out

digital surveillance, as well as cyber operations against political opponents”.

December

e  On 7 December 2020 the Ofﬁ'ce ofForeign Assets Control (OFAC), pursuant to Executive Order
13936 of 14 July 2020, added fourteen (14) natural persons of Chinese nationality to the BDS

List (reason not specified).

e On 8 December 2020 the OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13810 of 20 September 2020,
added four (4) entities and three (3) vessels, all of Chinese nationality, to the BOC List "for

transporting and exporting coal from North Korea”.
P g g

e On 9 December 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017,
added one (1) Chinese entity to the BDS List for "being owned or controlled by the leader of the

14K triad, which is one of the largest Chinese criminal organisations in the world".

e On 16 December 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846 of 6 August 2018, added
two (2) entities, both of Chinese nationality, to the SDN List for "facilitating the export of
Iranian petrochemical products by the Triliance Petrochemical Co. Led. (Triliance), an entity

prcviously sanctioned in January z2020".

RUSSIA

January

e On 29 January 2020 OFAC has added five (5) Russian natural persons to the SDN List, as
well as one (1) Russian entity, pursuant to Executive Order 13660 of 10 March 2014, which was
issued following the armed conflict in Ukraine and which freezes the assets of any natural
or legal person found to be responsible for or complicit in actions that threaten the peace,

stability, sovereignty or territorial integrity of Ukraine.

February

e On 18 February 2020 the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC') added one (1) natural
person of Russian nationality to the Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons List
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('SDN List) under Executive Order 13850, of 1 November 2018, for managing the sale and

transportation of Venezuelan crude oil, activities which are sanctioned.

April

e On April 6, 2020, the Office of Foreign Assets Control ("OFAC") added to the Specially
Designated Nationals And Blocked Persons List ("SDN List") the Russian Imperial Movement, a
supremacist white group of Russian nationality designated as a "terrorist organization”,

and three (3) natural persons linked to that organization.

July

e On July 15, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13661 of March 16, 2014 and Executive
Order 13848 of September 12, 2018, added three (3) natural persons of Russian nationality and
one (1) Russian entity to the SDN List for their relationship with and cooperation with

Prigozhin in evading the sanctions imposed against him

e On July 16, 2020, OFAC has amended the Ukraine-related General License No. 130 and General

License 151, both of which relate to the Russian entity Gaz Group.

With both amendments, OFAC is allowed to carry out, as of January 22, 2021, all those
activities that the General License does not expressiy prohibit in its pamgmph d and

paragraphs ¢ and d, respectively.
September

e  On 10" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of the Executive Order 13848, from 12"
September 2018, added three (3) Russian nationals to the SDN List for trying to interfere in

the electoral process of the US.

e On 16" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of the Executive Order 13694, from the 1 April
2015, and the Executive Order 13757, from the 28" December 2016, added two (2) Russian
nationals to the SDN List for their participation in a sophisticated phishing campaign in

2017 and 2018.

Said campaign was directed towards customers of two service providers of virtual assets
with headquarters in the US and abroad, and lead to combined losses of at least 16.8
million USD.
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e On 23“{ September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of the Executive Order 13694, from 1 April
2015, and the Executive Order 13757, from 28" December 2016, added seven (7) Russian
nationals and two (2) Russian organisations to the SDN List for their collaboration in

order to promote the influence of Russia in the Central African Republic.
October

e On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act of zo17, Title II (CAATSA), added one (1) Russian entity to the SDN List “for
being a research institution of the Russian Government connected to the destructive malware of

Triton”.

November

e On 19 November 2020 OFAC, under Executive Order 13722 of 15 March 2016, added one (1)
Russian entity to the SDN List "for its involvement in the export of forced labour from North

Korea”.
December

e On 10 December 2020 OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added
four (4) natural persons and six (6) entities, all of them of Russian nationality, to the SDN
List "for their relationship with the sanctioned leader of the Chechen Republic, Ramzan Kadyrov",
who, in turn, has been sanctioned "for being the leader of an organisation (..) which has

committed, or whose members have committed, serious human rights abuses".

4. VENEZUELA

January

e On 17 January 2020, OFAC made changes to the following General Licences:

- General Licence 8E in relation to Executive Orders 13850 of 1 November 2018 and 13884 of 5
August 2019: replaces the previous General Licence 8D and extends, until 20 April 2020, the
authorisation to five (5) US entities (Chevron Corporation, Halliburton, Schlumberger

Limited, Weatherford International PLC and Baker Hughes Co) to carry out any actions
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necessary for the maintenance of contractual relations and pre-existing operations with
PDVSA.

- General Licence 6A in connection with the aforementioned Executive Order 13850 of 1
November 2018: replaces the previous General Licence 6 and authorizes, until 21 January 2020,
certain transactions with the Venezuelan entities Globovision Tele C.A. and Globovisién
Tele CA, Corp.

- General Licence 5B in connection with Executive Order 13835 of May 21, 2018: replaces the
previous General License 5A and authorizes transactions related to certain bonds issued by
PDVSA.

- General Licence 20B, in connection with the aforementioned Executive Orders 13850 of 1
November 2018 and 13884 of 5 August 2019: replaces the previous General License 20A and
authorizes certain international organizations (the United Nations, the World Bank, the
Organization of American States, the Inter-American Development Bank and the
International Red Cross Movement) to carry out any transaction or activity related to the

Government or the Central Bank of Venezuela and prohibited by such Executive Orders.

e On January 21, 2020, OFAC has added seven (7) natural persons of Venezuelan nationality
and fifteen (15) Venezuelan aircraft to the SDN List, pursuant to Executive Order 13884 of
August 5, 2019, which immobilizes the assets of the Government of Venezuela, as well as
those of any natural or legal person that has provided financial, material or technological

support to persons sanctioned under said Executive Order.

February

e On Fcbru:u‘y 7, 2020, OFAC added to the SDN List one (1) Venezuelan entity and forty (40)
Venezuelan aircraft, pursuant to Executive Order 13884, of August 5, 2019, which immobilizes
the assets of the Government of Venezuela, as well as those of any natural or legal person
that has provided financial, material or technological support to persons sanctioned under

that Executive Order.
April

e  On April 3, 2020 OFAC issued the Venezuela-related General License 13E authorizing certain

activities involving Nynas AB until May 14, 2020.

e On April 10, 2020 OFAC issued the Venezuela-related General License s, nuthorizing certain

transactions related to Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. (PAVSA).
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On April 21, 2020, OFAC issued the Venezuela-related General License 8F, authorizing PAVSA
to carry out the transactions necessary for the limited maintenance of essential operations

and those others related to the cessation of operations with certain entities in Venezuela.
May

On May 12, 2020, OFAC has revoked and archived General License No. 13E relating to
Venezuela and in turn issued General License No. 3H and General License No. GL 9G, in cach

case to remove references to Nynas AB.

These decisions have been taken following a business restructuring by Nynas AB, which has
made it possible for it to cease to be subject to blockade by reason of the Venezuela Sanctions

Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 591.

July

On July 15, 2020, OFAC has issued an amendment to the Venezuela-related General License 5D
authorizing, as of October 20, 2020, all transactions related to the provision of financing and

other operations related to Petroleos de Venezuela.

On July 23, 2020, OFAC, under Executive Order 13692 of March 8, 2015, added two (2)

individuals of Venezuelan nationality for their contribution to the situation in Venezuela.
September

On 4™ September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13692, from 8" March 2015,
added four (4) Venezuelan nationals to the SDN List for their implication in “helping the

”»

illegitimate Maduro regime to undermine the independence and the democratic regime of Venezuela

On 22™ September 2020 the OFAC added five (5) Venezuelan nationals to the SDN List
“accused of collaborating with the Government of Nicolas Maduro in order to undermine democracy

in the South American country”.

December

On 18 December 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13692 of 8 March 2015, added one
(1) individual and one (1) entity, both of Venezuelan nationality, to the BDS List "for
materially supporting the illegitimate President of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro Moros, including the
provision of goods and services used by Maduro's regime to carry out the fraudulent parliamentary

elections of 6 December 2020".
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e On 20 December 2020 OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13692 of 8 March 2015, added two
(2) individuals, both of Venezuelan nationality, to the SDN List "for being the Venezuelan
judge and prosecutor who presided over and prosecuted the November 2020 trial and sentencing of

six US individuals in Venezuela, who were unjustly imprisoned”.

NICAGARAGUA

March

® On March 5, 2020, OFAC added three (3) natural persons of Nicaraguan nationality and
one (1) Nicaraguan entity to the SDN List, due to human rights violations by the
Nicaraguan National Police (PNN).

May

e On May 22, 2020, OFAC has added two (2) individuals of Nicaraguan nationality to the
SDN List for their involvement in serious human rights violations and the deterioration of

democratic governance in Nicaragua.

July

e  On July 16, 2020, OFAC has begun amending the Nicaragua Sanctions, 31 CFR part 582, to

incorporate the Nicaragua Human Rights and Anticorruption Act of 2018.

e On July 17, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13851 of November 27, 2018, has added
two (2) natural persons of Nicaraguan nationality and two (2) Nicaraguan entities to the
SDN List for distributing propaganda of President Daniel Ortega and for money

laundering

e On ]uly 17, 2020, OFAC has removed from the SDN List two (2) Nicaraguan entities
(unspecified) that were previously included under the Kingpin Act.

October

e On October 9, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13851, issued on 27" November
2018, added two (2) individuals and one (1) entity, all of Nicaraguan nationality, to the SDN
List as officials of the Nicaraguan Government, as well as a financial institution, for having

contributed to the situation of corruption and violent repression in Nicaragua.

December
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e On 21 December 2020 OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13851 of 27 November 2018, added
three (3) natural persons, all of them Nicaraguan nationals, to the SDN List "because they
are government officials responsible for co-opting judicial or financial information mechanisms to
support the systematic identification, intimidation and punishment of the Ortega regime by the

political opposition”.

ARGENTINA

December

e On 18 December 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13692 of 8 March 2015, added one
(1) natural person of Argentine nationality to the SDN List "for materially supporting the
illegitimate President of Venezuela Nicolas Maduro, including the supply of goods and services used

by Maduro's regime to carry out the fraudulent parliamentary elections of 6 December 2020".

AUSTRALIA

October

e On October 19, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations
(SDGT), added one (1) Australian individual and one (1) Australian entity to the SDN List
“for having helped, sponsored or offered financial, material or technological support, or assets and

services to Al Qaeda”.

AUSTRIA

June

e On 17 June 2020 OFAC has added two (2) Austrian entities to the SDN List for their

contribution to the situation in Syria.
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9. BAHREIN

December

e On 15 December 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13224 of 23 September 2001, added
one (1) Bareini entity to the SDN List "for posing a significant risk of committing acts of

terrorism that threaten the national security and foreign policy of the United States".

10. BELARUS
October

e On October 6, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13405, issued on 16™ June 2006,
added cight (8) Belarussian nationals to the SDN List “for their roles in the fraudulent

th

presidential elections which took place in the country on 9" August zozo, or in the subsequent

repression of protesters”.
December

e On 23 December 2020 OFAC, under the Belarus Sanctions Regulations (BSR), added one (1)
natural person and four (4) entities, all of them of Belarusian nationality, to the BDS List
"for their role in the fraudulent presidential election of 9 August 2020 in Belarus and the subsequent

violent repression of peaceful pro-democracy protests”.

11. BRUNEI

November

e On 10 November 2020 OFAC, under the IFSR, and the NPWMD, added to the SDN List
one (1) Brunei Darussalam entity "for facilitating the procurement of "sensitive goods" from an
entity controlled by the Ministry of Defence and Logistics of the Iranian Armed Forces, which is the

"coordinator of Iran's ballistic missile programme”.

12. CAMBODIA

September
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th

On 15™ September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13818, from 20" December
2017, added one (1) Cambodian organisation, controlled by the People’s Republic of China,
to the SDN List, for the confiscation and demolition of the lands of local Cambodians for

the construction of the development project of Dara Sakor.

December

On 9 December 2020 the OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added one
(1) Cambodian entity to the SDN List "because it is owned or controlled by the leader of the 14K

triad, which is one of the largest Chinese criminal organisations in the world".

CANADA

June

On June 17, 2020, OFAC has added one (1) Canadian entity to the SDN List for its ties
with Bashar al-Asad.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

August

On 7 August 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, added to the
SDN List one (1) natural person of Central African nationn]ity (Bi Sidi Soulcymane) for
leading the militia Retour, Réclamation et Rehabilitation (3R), which has killed, tortured,

raped or displaced thousands of people since 2015.

September

On 23

rd

September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13694, from 1 April 2015, and

Executive Order 13757, from 28" December 2016, added one (1) Central African organisation to
the SDN List for their participation in order to promote the influence of Russia in the

Central African Republic.
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15. COLOMBIA
April

e On April 22, 2020, OFAC has removed from the SDN List one (1) entity and three (3)
associated individuals, all of whom are Colombian nationals, under the Foreign Narcotics

Kingpin Sanctions Regulations.

July

o As of ]uly 17, 2020, OFAC has removed from the SDN List ten (10) natural persons of
Colombian nationality and fifteen (15) Colombian entities (unspecified) that were

previously included under the Kingpin Act.
August

e On 25 August 2020, OFAC, by virtue of the FNKSR, removed from the SDN List three (3)
natural persons of Colombian nationality and one (1) Colombian entity that had previously
been included because of their links with the companies Promotora Turistica Sol Plaza,
Canteras Copacabana, Tritcon S.A.S. and Almequip S.A.S., all of which are controlled by
members of the Mejl/a Alzate family.

December

e On 1 December 2020 OFAC, under the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Sanctions Regulations
(SDNTK), added four (4) natural persons and four (4) entities, all Colombian nationals, to
the SDN List "for materially assisting the international narcotics trafficking activities of the Gulf
Clan".

16. EQUATORIAL GUINEA

September

®  On 15" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13818, from 20™ December zo17,
added one (1) Equatorial Guinean national, who was the former first lady of Zambia and is

currently still married to the sanctioned ex-president Yahya Jammeh, to the SDN List.
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This measure was imposed as a result of her having helped, sponsored or provided financial,
material or technological support and/or goods or services to Jammeh, who illegally

withdrew at least 50 million dollars of Gambian state funds.

7. ERITREA

July

e As of 10 July 2020, OFAC has removed from the DHS List four (4) natural persons
(unspccificd) who were prcviously listed because of their connection with the situation in

Somalia.

18. FINLAND

September

e On 23“{

September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13694, from 1 April 2015, and
Executive Order 13757, from 28" December 2016, added one (1) Finnish national and four (4)
Finnish organisations to the SDN List for helping to provide material and technological

support to the Russian Federal Security Service.

19. GAMBIA

September

e On 2™ September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13928, from 1™ June 2020,
added one (1) Gambian national to the SDN List for their connection to the sanctioned

International Criminal Court (ICC)
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GERMANY

June

On 25 June, OFAC added one (1) German entity to the Specially Designated Nationals List
("SDN List") for its relationship with Iran's sanctioned iron, steel, aluminium and copper

SECLors.

November

On 18 November 2020, OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13553 of 28 September 2020 and
Executive Order 13876 of 24 June 2019, added one (1) German entity to the SDN List "because it
belongs to the Mustzafan Foundation of the Islamic Revolution, a huge conglomerate (...) which
expropriates property from the Iranian people to be used by the Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, to

enrich his office, reward his political allies and persecute the enemies of the regime”.

GREECE

June

On June 2, 2020 OFAC, in accordance with Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, added
to the SDN List one (1) Greek entity and identified its vessel as blocked property, for the
exploitation by this company of Venezuelan oil assets for the benefit of President Nicolas

Maduro's regime.

On June 18, 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, has added to
the SDN List one (1) entity of Greek nationa]ity and idencified its vessel as blocked
property for its activities in, or associated with, a network attempting to evade US

sanctions on the Venezuelan oil sector.

July

On July 2, 2020, OFAC has revoked General License No. 37, "Authorizing the Wind Down of
Transactions Involving Delos Voyager Shipping Led, Romina Maritime Co Inc, and Certain
Vessels", and therefore one (1) Greek entity and its respective vessel are removed from the
SDN List.

That entity and its vessel had been included on 18 June because of their activities in, or
associated with, a network attempting to evade United States sanctions on the Venezuelan

oil sector.

MADRID | BARCELONA | BILBAO | VALLADOLID | VIGO | DUBAI | HAVANA | ALGIERS | TEHRAN

www.lupicinio.com

74



LUPICINIO

INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM

22, GUATEMALA
April

e On April 22, 2020, OFAC removed two (2) natural persons of Guatemalan
nationality from the SDN List under the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Sanctions

Regulations.

23, HAITI

December

e On 10 December 2020, OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added three
(3) natural persons, all of them Haitian nationals, to the SDN List "for having seriously

violated human rights by participating in or planning the 2018 massacre at La Saline”.

24.  HONDURAS
April

e On April 22, 2020, OFAC has removed one (1) natural person of Honduran
nationality from the SDN List under the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Sanctions

Regulations.

August

e On August 25, 2020, OFAC has removed from the SDN List one (1) natural person of
Honduran nationality and five (5) associated Honduran entities that were prcviously

included under the Kingpin Act.

This removal is due to the death of Jaime Rosenthal, who was providing money laundering

services to international drug traffickers through their entities, as well as material support.
October

e On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the IFSR and the SDGT, added one (1) vessel
with the Honduran flag to the SDN List “for belonging to sanctioned Iranian entities which

provide financial support to the Quds Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps”.
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INDIA

October

e On October 29, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846, published on 6" August
2018, added one (1) Indian national to the SDN List “for their participation in the purchase and

sale of Iranian petrochemical products”.
December

e On 10 December 2020, OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added one (1)
natural person of Indian nationality to the SDN List "because of his relationship with the

sanctioned leader of the Chechen Republic, Ramzan Kadyrov".

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT

June

e  On 11 June 2020, the President of the United States of America (USA), Donald J. Trump,
has issued Executive Order 13928 which blocks the property of certain persons connected

with the International Criminal Court (ICC).

This order authorizes economic sanctions against ICC officials and visa restrictions, which
also affect their families. These measures were taken in connection with investigations of

US troops in Afghanistan.

September

On 30™ September 2020 the OFAC announced that the International Court-Related Sanctions
Regulations is ready to be published, in order to apply Executive Order 13928, through which
they can sanction members and officials of the International Criminal Court (ICC), in

accordance with the authorities delegated to the Secretary of the Treasury in Executive Order

13928.
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IRAN

February

On 20 Februnry 2020, OFAC has added five (5) natural persons of Tranian nationality to
the SDN List, pursuant to Executive Order 13876 of 24 June 2019, which imposes individual
sanctions on the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Office of the
Supreme Leader, any Iranian government official or person appointed by the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic chublic of Iran to an official position. It also providcs for the
exclusion from the U.S. financial system of any financial entity that facilitates transactions

in the interest of persons sanctioned under this Executive Order.

On 27 February 2020, General License 8 "Aurhorizing Certain Humanitarian Trade Transactions
Involving the Central Bank of Iran" was issued, allowing humanitarian transactions with the
Central Bank of Tran in certain cases. This General License is granted on the occasion of the
entry into force of the Swiss Humanitarian Trade Agreement (SHTA), signed by the United
States.

March

On 18 March 2020, OFAC added four (4) natural persons of Iranian nationality and two
(2) Iranian entities to the SDN List, pursuant to the above-mentioned Executive Order

13846 of 6 August 2018.

On 26 April 2020, OFAC added eleven (11) natural persons and three (3) entities of Iranian

nationality to the Specially Designated Global Terrorists List.

May

On May 1, 2020, OFAC added one (1) natural person of Iranian nationality to the SDN
List for bcing associated with the senior officers of the Islamic Rcvo]utionary Guard

Corps.

On 20 May 2020, OFAC added nine (9) Iranian individuals and three (3) Iranian entities
to the SDN List under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA)
and Executive Order 13553 which regulates the freezing of property of certain persons with

respect to serious abuses of human rights by the Government of Iran.

® On May 27, 2020, the Secretary of State announced the end of the exemption from sanctions

covering all nuclear projects originating from the Comprehensive Joint Action Plan (CJAP) in

Iran.
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Furthermore, on the same date, OFAC has added two (2) natural persons of Iranian
nationality to the SDNa List for engaging or attempting to engage in activities that have
contributed or are likely to contribute materially to the proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction.
June

e On 8 June 2020, OFAC amended (unspecified) the information contained in the SDN List
regarding the Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines ("IRISL") and one hundred and twenty-

two (122) vessels linked to it.

e On 24 June 2020 OFAC has added five (5) natural persons of Iranian nationality to the
SDN List due to their links with the aforementioned IRISL and the National Iranian
Tanker Company ("NITC"), both of which bclong to a large shipping network directed and
funded by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps of Iran.

e On 25 June 2020, OFAC added three (3) Iranian entities to the SDN List, for belonging to
the sanctioned sectors of iron, steel, aluminium and copper in Iran, and amended the

information regarding twenty-seven (27) sanctioned entities.

August

e On 19 August OFAC added one (1) individual of Iranian nationality to the SDN List for
being associated with Emirati entities providing key parts and logistics services to Mahan
Air.

Mahan Air has been designated by the anti-terrorism authorities for supporting the Quds
Force of the Tslamic Revolutionary Guard Corps of Tran, as well as by authorities fighting

against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
September

e On 3" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846, from 6" August 2018,
added one (1) Iranian national and two (2) Iranian organisations to the SDN List for
participating in important transactions concerning the purchase, acquisition, sale,
transportation or commercialisation of petrol, as well as petrol-derived products, coming

from Iran, with knowledge of their origin.

e On 17" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13553, from 28" September
2010, added forty-five (45) Iranian nationals and two (2) Iranian organisations to the SDN

List for cheir relation to the organisation Hezbollah.
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e On 21" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of the Iranian Financial Sanctions Regulations
(IFSR) and of the Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferators Sanctions Regulators (NPWMD),
added eleven (11) Iranian nationals and two (2) Iranian organisations to the SDN List for

co]laborating and participating in the development of ballistic and nuclear weapons in Iran.

e On 24" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of the Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act of 2017 (CAATSA), added two (2) Iranian nationals and four (4) Iranian

organisations to the SDN List (without specifying the reason).
October

e On October 8, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13902, published on 10" January
2010, added seventeen (17) Iranian entities to the SDN List as banks that operate in the

[ranian financial sector and “illicitly access the US dollar”.

e On October 22, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13848, published on 12"
September 2018, added five (5) Iranian entities to the SDN List “for having sponsored, hidden,
been an accomplice in, or directly or indirectly participated in interference in the 2020 US

Presidential Elections”.

e On October 22, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue the IFSR, added one (1) Iranian national to the
SDN List as a general of the sanctioned Quds Force, as well as being ambassador of this

unit of the Islamic Revo]utionary Guard Corps in Iraq.

e On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the IFSR and the SDGT, added seven (7)
Iranian nationals and six (6) Iranian entities to the SDN List ‘ffor theirﬁnancial support to the

sanctioned Quds Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps™.

e  On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the IFSR and the SDGT, added one (1)
[ranian national, Mahmoud Madanipour, to the SDN List “for the sale of Iranian petrol to the

”

illegitimate Maduro regime in Venezuela through the entities under his control

e On October 29, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846, pub]ishcd on 6"
August 2018, added three (3) Iranian nationals and four (4) Chinese entities to the SDN List

“for their participation in the purchase and sale of Iranian petrochemical products”.
November

e On 10 November 2020 OFAC, under the IFSR, and NPWMD, added two (2) natural
persons and two entities, all Iranian nationals, to the SDN List "for facilitating the
procurement of "sensitive goods" from an entity controlled by the Ministry of Defence and Logistics

of the Iranian Armed Forces, which is the "coordinator of Iran’s ballistic missile programme”.
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On 18 November 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13553 of 28 September 2020 and
Executive Order 13876 of 24 June 2019, added nine (9) natural persons and forty-seven (47)
entities, all of which are Iranian nationals, to the BDS List, "for belonging to the Islamic
Revolution Mustzafan Foundation, a huge conglomerate (...) which expropriates property from the
Iranian people to be used by the Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, to enrich his office, reward his

political allies and persecute the regime's enemies".

December

On 3 December 2020 OFAC, under the Iranian Financial Sanctions Regulations (IFSR), and
the Weapons of Mass Destruction Proliferators Sanctions Regulations (NPWMD), added one (1)
natural person and one (1) entity to the SDN List, both of whom are Iranian nationals "for

involvement in Iran's chemical weapons research”.

On 8 December 2020 the OFAC, under the Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations (GTSR),
and the Iranian Financial Sanctions Regulations (IFSR), added to the SDN List one (1) natural
person and one (1) entity, both of Iranian nationality, "for acting for, or on behalf of, the Quds

Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps”.

On 14 December 2020 the OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13553, of 28 September zo10,
added two (2) natural persons, both of Iranian nationality, to the SDN List "because, being
two senior officials of the Ministry of Intelligence and Security of Iran, they were involved in the

abduction of Robert A. "Bob" Levinson on or about 9 March 2007 on the Iranian island of Kish".

IRAQ

February

On Fcbruary 26, 2020, OFAC has added one (1) individual of Iraqi nationality to the SDN

List for being the Secretary General of the Foreign Terrorist Organization Hezbollah.

March

On 26 April 2020, OFAC added four (4) natural persons and two (2) entities of Iraqi
nationality to the Specially Designated Global Terrorists List.

October
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e On October 8, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13902, published on 10" January

2020, added one (1) Iraqi entity to the SDN List for being controlled by a sanctioned

[ranian bank.

29.  JORDAN

July

° On 28 ]uly 2020, OFAC, under the Global Terrorism Sanctions Rc‘gulations, has added one (1)
natural person of Jordanian nationality to the SDN List because of his ties to the Islamic

State (Daesh).

30. KENYA

November

e On 17 November 2020, OFAC, pursuant to the Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations

(GTSR), added one (1) natural person of Somali nationality (not specified) to the NSR List.

31. KYRGYZSTAN

December

e On 9 December 2020 OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added one (1)
natural person of Kyrgyz nationality to the SDN List "for participating in a customs scheme in
which at least 700 million Kyrgyz Republic dollars were laundered while holding a position as a

government official”.
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LEBANON

February

On 26 February 2020, OFAC added twelve (12) Lebanese entities and three (3) individuals
of Lebanese nationality linked to the Martyrs Foundation, part of Hezbollah’s support
network, to the Specially Designated Global Terrorists List ("SDGT List").

June

On June 17, 2020 OFAC has added one (1) Lebanese entity to the BDS List for its links
with Bashar al-Assad.

September

On 8™ September 2020 the OFAC added two (2) Lebanese nationals, who were part of the
Government of Lebanon, to the SDN List, for providing material support to Hezbollah and

becoming involved in corrupt practices.

On 17" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13553, from 28" September
2010, added one (1) Lebanese national and two (2) Lebanese organisations to the SDN List for

their relation to the terrorist organisation Hezbollah.

October

On October 22, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the SDGT, added two (2) Lebanese
individuals to the SDN List as generals belonging to the Central Council of Hezbollah.

November

On 6 November 2020, OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added
to the BDS List one (1) natural person of Lebanese nationality, namely the President of the
Free Patriotic Movement and member of the Lebanese Parliament, "for his role in corruption

in Lebanon”.

On 9 November 2020 OFAC has added two (2) natural persons and one (1) entity to the
BDS List, all of them of Lebanese nationality, "for providing support to the oil production

network of the Bashar al-Assad regime".
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33 LESOTHO
September

e On 2™ September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13928, from 1™ June 2020,

added one (1) Lesothan national to the SDN List for their connection to the sanctioned ICC.

34. LIBERIA
December

e On 9 December 2020 the OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added one (1)
natural person of Liberian nationality to the SDN List "for being a Liberian senator who

offered bribes in 2010 (...) from which he was finally acquitted".

35.  LYBIA
April

e On April 22, 2020, OFAC made amendments to the SDN List with reference to five (5)

natural persons of Libyan nationality within the scope of the Libyan Sanctions Regulations.
August

e On 6 August 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13726 of April 19, 2016, added three (3)
natural persons, one (1) entity and one (1) vessel to the SDN List, all of them of Liby:tn
nationality, as they constitute a network of smuggiers who contribute to instability and

exploit resources in Libya.
November

e On 25 November 2020 the OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added
one (1) natural person and one (1) entity, both of Libyan nationality, to the SDN List "as
they are al-Kani and the Kaniyat militia, who are responsible for the murder of civilians in
numerous mass graves recently discovered in Tarhouna, as well as torture, forced disappearances

and displacement of civilians”.
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36.  MACAU

December

e On 9 December 2020 OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added one (1)
natural person of Macanese nationality to the SDN List "for being the leader of the 14K triad,
one of the largest Chinese criminal organizations in the world engaged in drug trafficking, illegal

gambling, blackmail and human trafficking”.

37. MALTA
April

e On 22 April 2020 OFAC made an amendment to the SDN List with reference to a vessel of

Maltese nationality within the scope of Libyan Sanctions Regulations.

38.  MARSHALL ISLANDS

June

e On June 2, 2020, OFAC, in accordance with Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, added
three (3) Marshallese entities to the SDN List and identified their respective vessels as

blocked property for operating in the Venezuelan oil sector.

e On June 18 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, has added one
(1) Marshallese entity to the SDN List and identified its vessel as blocked property for its
activities in, or associated with, a network attempting to evade U.S. sanctions against the

Venezuelan oil sector.

July

e Asof July 2, 2020, OFAC has revoked General License No. 37, "Authorizing the Wind Down of
Transactions Involving Delos Voyager Shipping Led, Romina Maritime Co Inc, and Certain
Vessels", and as such, three (3) Marshall entities and their respective vessels are removed
from the SDN List.
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These entities and their vessels had been previously listed during the month of June for
their activities in, or associated with, a network attempting to evade US sanctions on the

Venezuelan oil sector.

MEXICO

March

On March 11, 2020 OFAC added four (4) Mexican entities to the SDN List for their
relationship with drug trafficking, pursuant to the provisions of the Foreign Narcotics
Kingpin Designation Act of December 3, 1999 ("Kingpin Act"), which imposes economic and
financial sanctions on forcign drug traffickers, as well as on these organizations at the

international level.

June

On June 18, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, added three
(3) individuals of Mexican nationality and two (2) Mexican entities to the SDN List for
their activities in, or associated with, a network attempting to evade U.S. sanctions against

the Venezuelan oil sector.

August

On 25 August 2020 OFAC, by virtue of the FNKSR, removed from the SDN List four (4)
natural persons of Mexican nationality and two (2) Mexican entities that had previously
been included because of their links to the entity Bona-Habitat, a company that OFAC

had identified as part of the empire of Joaquin Guzman Loera, alias "El Chapo".

December

On 2 December 2020, OFAC, under the NTSL, added one (1) natural person of Mexican
nationality to the NDS List "for participating in various activities on behalf of Rafael Caro
Quintero, a major Mexican drug trafficker, and for planning the assassination of DEA Special Agent

Enrique "Kiki" Camarena in 1985".
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NIGERIA

June

On June 16, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13694 of April 1, 2015 and Executive
Order 13757 of December 28, 2016, has added six (6) natural persons of Nigerian nationality to

the SDN List for engaging in significant malicious cyber activities.

These activities involved targeting U.S. companies and individuals through threats and
frauds, such as Business Email Compromise ("BEC") and the fake romance scam, with which

they stole over six million dollars.

NORTH KOREA

April

On April 9, 2020, OFAC published the Amended North Korea Sanctions Regulations which took
cffect the following day. This amendment is intended to continue the application of the

North Korea Sanctions and Policy Enhancement Act ofzmé.

May

On May 13, 2020, OFAC updated its guidelines for the North Korea sanctions program,
adding additional information to the descriptions of 490 individuals on the SDN List in
particular to explicitly warn U.S. financial institutions and their subsidiaries of the

prohibition on transactions with OFAC-designated persons related to North Korea.

September

On 1™ September 2020 the State Department of the US, Department of Commerce’s Bureau
of Industry and Security (BIS), and the OFAC published a joint warning in order to alert
people globally of the activities concerning the acquisition of ballistic missiles in North
Korea. In this warning they identified the principle military supp]y organisations of North
Korea, and the deceitful techniques employed for the support and operation of their ballistic

missiles programme.

The motive of this warning is to provide those interested in the both the US and global
ballistic missile industries with knowledge of these activities and techniques, so that they
can apply the necessary controls in order to ensure compliance with the relevant national

and multinational 1egal requirements, as well as limit the risk Ofbeing sanctioned.
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November

e On 19 November 2020, OFAC, under Executive Order 13722 of 15 March 2016, has added one
(1) North Korean entity to the SDN List for its involvement in "the export of forced labour
from North Korea".

December
e On December 8, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13687 of January 2, 2015 and
Executive Order 13722 of March 15, 2016, has added one (1) North Korean national entity to the

SDN List "for being a body, instrument or controlled entity of the Workers' Party of Korea", as well

as "for having sold and supplied, directly or indirectly, coal from North Korea".

42. OMAN
May

e On May 1, 2020, OFAC added one (1) Omani entity to the SDN List for being owned by an

[ranian individual linked to the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

43.  PANAMA

]uly

e Asof July 17, 2020, OFAC has removed from the SDN List four (4) Panamanian entities
(unspccificd) that were prcviously included under the Kingpin Act.

August

e On 25 August 2020 OFAC, under the FNKSR, has removed from the SDN List three (3)

Panamanian entities that were previously included under the Kingpin Act.

This removal is due to the death of Jaime Rosenthal, who provided money laundering
services to international drug craffickers through their entities and for providing them

with material support.
October
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e On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the IFSR and the SDGT, added one (1) vessel
with the Panamanian ﬂag to the SDN List for belonging to a sanctioned Iranian entity

“which provides financial support to the Quds Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps”.

44. PAKISTAN
December

e On 8 December 2020 OFAC, under the SDGT and IFSR, has added to the SDN List one (1)
natural person of Pakistani nationality "for acting for, or on behalf of, the Quds Force of the

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps".

45.  PALAU

December

e  On 9 December 2020 OFAC, under Executive Order 13818 of 20 December 2017, added one (1)
Palauan entity to the SDN List "because it is owned or controlled by the leader of the 14K triad,

which is one of the largest Chinese criminal organisations in the world".

46.  SAUDI ARABIA

December

e On 28 December 2020 OFAC announced an agreement, totalling USD 653,347, with
National Commercial Bank (NCB), a bank based in ]Cddah, Saudi Arabia. The NCB has
agreed to sectle its potential liability for 13 apparent violations of the Sudanese Sanctions

Regulations and Executive Order 13852 of 17 August zo1.

The apparent violations, carried out between 7 November 2011 and 28 August 2014, relate
to transactions involving Saudi Arabia, as well as Sudan, for using the United States (US)
financial system. OFAC concludes by stressing that the price of the sanction reflects "that

the apparent violations of NCB were not serious”.
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47.  SINGAPORE

June

e On June 18, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, has added to
the SDN List one (1) Singaporean entity for its activities in, or associated with, a network

attempting to evade US sanctions on the Venezuelan oil sector.

October

e On October 29, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846, publishcd on 6" August
2018, added one (1) Singaporean entity to the SDN List for their participation in the

purchase and sale of Iranian petrochemical products.

48.  SOUTH AFRICA

March

®  On 18 March 2020 OFAC has added one (1) South African entity to the SDN List under

the provisions of the aforementioned Executive Order 13846 of 6 August 2018.

49.  SWITZERLAND

February

® On 18 February 2020 OFAC has added to the SDN List one (1) Swiss entity, under Executive
Order 13850, of 1 November 2018, for managing the sale and transportation of Venezuelan crude

oil, activities which are sanctioned.

March

® On March 12, 2020 OFAC has added to the SDN List and the Sectoral Sanctions
Identifications List ("SSIL List") one (1) Swiss entity for managing the sale and transportation

of\/enezuelan CI'leC Oll
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50. SYRIA
March

® On 17 March 2020, OFAC added one (1) natural person of Syrian nationality to the SDN
List, pursuant to Executive Order 13894 of 14 October 2019, blocking his assets and suspending

his entry because of his contribution to the situation in Syria.
June

e On June 4, 2020, OFAC published the Syria-Related Sanctions Regulations, 31 CER, Part 569,
to implement Executive Order 13894 of October 24, 2019, which blocks goods and suspends

entry of certain persons contributing to the situation in Syria.

e On 17 June 2020, OFAC also added fourteen (14) natural persons of Syrian nationality and
seventeen (17) Syrian entities to the SDN List for their contribution to the situation in
Syria and, in some cases, "for assisting in the commission of war crimes against the Syrian

population”.

July

e On 28 July 2020, OFAC, pursuant to the Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations, has added
one (1) natural person of Syrian nationality to the SDN List because of his ties to the

Islamic State (Daesh).

e On 29 July 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13894 (Syria Caesar Act Designations),
added four (4) natural persons and ten (10) entities, all of which are Syrian nationals, to the

SDN List because of their ties to the al-Assad regime.

August

e On 20 August 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13894 of October 24, 2019, added six

(6) natural persons of Syrian nationa]ity for their contribution to the situation in Syria.

September

e On 30" September 2020 the OFAC added six (6) Syrian nationals and thirteen (13) Syrian
organisations to the SDN List, for being the principal facilitators of the Assed regime. They
are associated with the Fourth Division of the Syrian Arab Army, the General Management

of Syrian Intelligence and the Central Bank of Syria.
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November

e On 9 November 2020 OFAC added six (6) natural persons and ten (10) entities, all of them
of Syrian nationality, to the SDN List "for providing support to the oil production network of the

Bashar al-Assad regime”.

December

e On 22 December 2020 OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13894 of October 2019, added seven
(7) natural persons and ten (10) enticies, all of them of Syrian nationality, to the SDN List

"as they are officials of the Syrian Government, the Central Bank of Syria and related entities, thus

seeking to promote the assumption of responsibility and a political solution to the Syrian conflict”.

s SOMALIA

November

e On 17 November 2020, OFAC, under the SDGT, added one (1) natural person of Somali
nationality (not specified) to the SDN List.

s2.  SUDAN
July

e On July 15, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13661 of March 16, 2014 and Executive
Order 13848 of September 12, 2018, has added one (1) Sudanese entity to the SDN List for its
relationship with Prigozhin and for developing plans for former Sudanese President Omar

al-Bashir to crack down on demonstrators secking "democratic reforms”.

August

e On 11 August 2020 OFAC has published the Sudan Program and Darfur Sanctions
Guidance and one Frequently Asked Question (FAQ), as well as removed eleven (11) FAQs

related to Sudan.
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These actions are intended to reflect that Sudan has not been a country with
comprehensive sanctions since 12 October 2017 and that, therefore, U.S. persons are no

longer prohibited from conducting transactions in relation to Sudan or its government.

53 TAIWAN

November

e On 10 November 2020 OFAC, under the IFSR, and NPWMD, added two (2) natural
persons and two (2) entities, all of them Taiwanese, to the SDN List "for facilitating the
procurement of "sensitive goods" from an entity controlled by the Ministry of Defence and Logistics

of the Iranian Armed Forces, which is the "coordinator of Iran's ballistic missile programme”.

s4.  TUNISIA

December

e On 1 December 2020 OFAC, under the SDGT, added to the SDN List one (1) natural
person of Tunisian nationality "as the emir of the Jund Al Khilafah (JAK-T) terrorist group”.

55- TURKEY

November

e On 18 November 2020, OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13553 of 28 September 2020 and
Executive Order 13876 of 24 June 2019, added one (1) Turkish entity to the SDN List for
belonging to "the Mustard-fan Foundation of the Islamic Revolution, a huge conglomerate (...)
which expropriates property from the Iranian people to be used by the Supreme Leader, Ali

Khamenei, to enrich his office, reward his political allies and persecute the enemies of the regime”.
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December

e On 14 December 2020 the OFAC, pursuant to the Countering America's Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act of 2017 - Title IT (CAATSA), added four (4) nacural persons and one (1) entity,
all of Turkish nationality, to the SDN List "because, being members of the Presidency of Defence

Industries of Turkey, they have purchased Russian defence systems".

s6.  UGANDA

August

e On 17 August 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13818 of December 20, 2017, added
four (4) natural persons of Ugandan nationality to the SDN List for their involvement in

an adoption scam of which many children born in Uganda were victims.

s7.  UKRAINE

January

e On 29 January 2020 OFAC has added three (3) Ukrainian natural persons to the SDN List

under the provisions of the aforementioned Executive Order 13660 of1o March zo14.

March

® On March 20, 2020 OFAC has amended two General Licenses related to GAZ Group to
extend them: Ukraine-related General License No.13N authorizing certain types of GAZ Group
transactions and Ukraine-related General License No. 15H authorizing certain types of GAZ

Group activities.
September

e On 10" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13848, from 12" September
2018, added one (1) Ukrainian national to the SDN List for attempting to interfere in the
clectoral process of the US. The OFAC added that this individual, a member of the
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Ukrainian Parliament, is a Russian agent who has been active for a decade, and who

maintains close connections to the Russian secret services.

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

March

On March 19, 2020, OFAC added five (5) UAE entities to the SDN List under the

provisions of the aforementioned Executive Order 13846 of August 6, 2018.

June

On 25 June 2020 OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13871 of 8 May 2019, has added three (3)
Emirati entities to the SDN List for their relations with Iran's sanctioned iron, steel,

aluminium and copper sectors.

July

On ]uly 16, 2020, OFAC announced a $665,112 agreement with Essentra FZE Company
Limited ("Essentra FZE") to settle its potential liability for three (3) apparent violations of

the North Korea Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. part 510.

Specifically, Essentra FZE, a manufacturer of cigarette filters and tear strips located in the
United Arab Emirates, exported cigarette filters to the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea through a network of shell companies in China and other countries using deceptive
practices. In return, he received payment into his bank accounts, which were located in the

foreign branch of a United States bank, between September 2018 and December 2018.

Fina]ly, OFAC has determined that Essentra FZE did not Voluntarﬂy disclose these

apparent violations and that these apparent violations constitute an "egregious case”.

August

On 19 August 2020 the OFAC added two (2) entities from the United Arab Emirates to
the SDN List for providing key parts and 10gisticnl services to Mahan Air, an entity that
has been singled out by the counterterrorism authorities for supporting the Quds Force of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in Iran, as well as by authorities combating the

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction

September
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On 3“{ September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13846, from 6 August 2018,
added three (3) Emirati organisations to the SDN List for their participation in important
transactions concerning the purchase, acquisition, sale, transportation or commercialisation
of petro], as well as petrol—derived products, coming from Iran, with a knowledge of the

origin of these products.

October

On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the Iranian Financial Sanctions Regulations
(IFSR) and the SDGT, added two (2) Emirati entities to the SDN List “for their financial

support to the sanctioned Quds Force of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps”.

On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the IFSR and the SDGT, added one (1)
Emirati entity, controlled by Mahmoud Madanipour, to the SDN List “for the sale of Iranian

petrol to the illegitimate Maduro regime in Venezuela”.

December

On 16 December 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13846 of 6 August 2018, added two
(2) entities, both of UAE nationality, to the SDN List "for facilitating the export of Iranian
petrochemicals by Triliance Petrochemical Co. Ltd. (Triliance), an entity previously sanctioned in

January 2020".

UNITED KINGDOM

April

On 22 April 2020 OFAC has removed three (3) British Nationals from the SDN List under

the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Sanctions Regulations.

June

On 18 June 2020 OFAC, under Executive Order 13850 of 1 November 2018, has added one (1)
British entity to the SDN List for its activities in, or associated with, a network attempting

to evade US sanctions on the Venezuelan oil sector.

September
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e On 15" September 2020 the OFAC, by virtue of Executive Order 13818, from 20" December 2017,
added one (1) British organisation to the SDN List. This organisation is controlled by Ashraf
Seed Ahmed Al-Cardinal, a South-Sudanese businessman sanctioned for “his participation in
bribery, illegal commissions and fmud in certain acquisitions alongside high—mnking civil servants of

the South Sudanese government”.
October

e  On October 26, 2020, the OFAC, by virtue of the IFSR and the SDGT, added two (2)
British entities, controlled by Mahmoud Madanipour, to the SDN List “for the sale of

”»

Iranian petrol to the illegitimate Maduro regime in Venezuela

6o. US PERSONS
April

e On April 22, 2020, OFAC removed two (2) U.S. entities from the SDN List under the Foreign

Narcotics Kingpin Sanctions chulations.
June

e On June 18, 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13850 of November 1, 2018, added two
(2) U.S. entities to the SDN List for their activities in or associated with a network that

sought to evade U.S. sanctions against the Venezuelan oil sector.

July

e On ]uly 8, 2020, OFAC announced a $134,523 agreement with Amazon.com, Inc.
("Amazon") to settle its potentia] liability for apparent violations of mu]tiple OFAC

sanctions programs.

Amazon had providcd goods and services to OFAC sanctioned individuals, to individuals
located in the sanctioned region or in the countries of Ukraine, specifically the Crimean
Peninsula, Iran and Syria, as well as to individuals located or employed by the foreign
missions of OFAC sanctioned countries, as a result of deficiencies related to their

sanctions screening processes.

In addition, Amazon had failed to report several hundred transactions in a timely manner
that included a mandatory reporting requirement, resulting in the cancellation of a

potential OFAC-licensed authorization.
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Fina]ly, OFAC has high]ightcd that the amount of the settlement is a resule of che fact chat
these violations were not serious and were voluntarily disclosed, as well as assessing the

significant corrective actions taken by Amazon following the discovery of these violations.

e  On July 28, 2020, OFAC announced a $824,314 agreement with Whitford Worldwide
Company, LLC ("Whitford"). Whitford, a manufacturer of cookware coatings based in
Elverson, Pennsylvania, has agreed to settle its potential liability for 74 apparent violations
of the Iranian Transactions and Sanctions Regulations by Whitford and its subsidiaries in Italy
and Turkey. Specifically, between approximately November 2012 and December 2015,
these subsidiaries sold coatings to customers in Iran and engaged in other business

transactions with Iran.
August

e On 11 August 2020 OFAC announced a $5,000 agreement with one (1) individual from the
United States who, at the time of the apparent violations, was a civilian directly employed
by the US Army stationed at the US Embassy in Bogota. This US person has agreed to
settle his potential civil liability for 24 apparent violations of the Foreign Narcotics
Kingpin Sanctions Regulations (FNKSR), 31 C.FR. part. 598. Specifically, between
approximately October 2015 and August 2016, he would have been involved in at least 24
transactions involving the blocked property interests of a foreign individual who at that

time was a drug trafticker on the SDN list, in apparent violation of the FNKSR.

e As of 25 August 2020, OFAC has removed from the SDN List one (1) US entity that was
previously listed under the Kingpin Act.

This removal is due to the death of Jaime Rosenthal, who provided money laundering
services to international drug traffickers through their entities and for providing them

with material support.
September

e On 9" September 2020 the OFAC announced two agreements for a total of 583,100 USD
with Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas (‘DBTCA”). The agreements resolve the

OFAC’s investigations into apparent violations of the Ukraine-Related Sanctions Regulations.

First, the DBTCA has agreed to pay 157,000 USD for the carrying out of a payment, through
the US, which implicated a share of a sanctioned Cypriot company. At the moment of
processing the payment, DBTCA did not carry out sufficient Due Diligence in order to

determine if the share of said company in the payment had been eliminated.
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Secondly, the DBTCA had agreed to pay 425,600 USD for the processing of payments
destined for the accounts of a sanctioned financial insticution. The DBTCA did not stop the
61 payments being carried out as they had not included the Business Identiﬁer Code (BIC)
from the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) of the
sanctioned financial institution in their sanctions selections tool. Therefore the DBTCA’s
selection tool was calibrated in a way that only an exact coincidence with a sanctioned

entity would trigger a new manual examination.

The OFAC determined that neither case was voluntarily self-disclosed to the OFAC, and

that the apparent violations constitute non-egregious cascs.

On 17" September 2020 the OFAC announced an agreement, for a total of 894,111 USD, with
Comtech Telecommunications Corporation (“Comtech”) and its subsidiary Comtech EF
Data Corporation (“EF Data). Comtech, a business specialising in the sale of systems, IT
programs and advanced communications services, has agreed to resolve its possible civil

responsibility for four apparent violations of the Sudanese Sanctions Regulations (SSR).

Specifically, between June 2014 and October 2015, Comtech, through their subsidiary EF
Data, exported a satellite team and offered services to an organisation controlled by the
Government of Sudan, in apparent violation of the SSR. The OFAC concluded in their
statement that Comtech voluntarily revealed the apparent violations, and that these

violations constituted an egregious casc.

On 24™ September 2020 the OFAC announced an agreement, for a total value of 473,157
USD, with Keysight Technologies Inc. (“Keysight”), a company with their headquarters in
Santa Rosa, California, as the successor entity to Anite Finland OY (“Anite”) with
headquarters in Finland, who design and sell testing and measuring kits, as well as relaced

software products, to the wireless industry.

Kcysight has agrccd to settle its possib]c civil rcsponsibi]ity for the exportation on the part
of Anite of goods that incorporate ten percent or more of the controlled content exported
from the US, and would be subject to the licence requirements of the US for exportation or
re-exportation to Iran, by virtue of the Export Administrations Regulations (EAR), as thcy were
aware that these goods were destined for final users in Iran. The actions of Anite therefore
constitute six apparent violations. The OFAC concluded in their statement that Keysight
voluntarily revealed the apparent violations and that these violations constituted an

egregious case.

October
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e On October 1, 2020, the OFAC announced an agreement, for a total value of 5,864,860
USD, with Generali Global Assistance, Inc. (GGA), a New York based travel assistance
company. GGA has agreed to settle its possible civil responsibility for 2,593 apparent
violations of the Cuban Assets Control Regulations (CACR).

GGA intentionally referred payments concerning Cuba to its Canadian subsidiary, thus
avoiding directly processing payments of refunds to Cuban parties and travellers whilst
they were in Cuba. Subsequently, GGA reimbursed its Canadian subsidiary for these
payments. Additional]y, GGA forma]ly codified this process of indirect payments in its
manual of procedures. The OFAC has concluded that the actions described in this case

were carried out voluntarily and that the events described constitute a “serious case”.

e On October 20, 2020, the OFAC announced an agreement, for a total value of 4,144,651
USD, with Berkshire Hathawa}y Inc. (“Berkshire”), the parent company of a multinational
conglomerate, with its headquarters in Omaha (Nebraska), and its foreign subsidiary Iscar

Kesici Takim Ticareti ve Imalati Limited Sirket (“Iscar Turkey”).

Berkshire, both in its own name and in that of its Turkish subsidiary, has agreed to resolve
its possible civil responsibility for 144 apparent violations of the Iranian Transactions and
Sanctions Regulations (ITSR). Specifically, between December 2012 and January 2016, Iscar
Turkey exported 144 deliveries of sharp cutting tools, for a total value of 383,443 USD, to
two Turkish distributors, knowing that those products would be sent to a distributor in
[ran for resale to Iranian users. Amongst these final users were several bodies of the

Government of Iran.

The OFAC concluded that Berkshire Voluntari]y committed these apparent violations in

the name of Iscar Turkey, and that these violations constitute a “serious case”.

December

e On December 30, 2020, OFAC announced an agreement, worth a total of USD 98,830, with
BitGo, Inc. ("BitGo"), a Palo Alco, California-based technology company that implements
security and scalability platforms for digital assets and provides secure, non-custodial

digital portfolio management services.

The apparent violations occurred between March 10, 2015, and December 11, 2019, on
behalf of individuals located in the Crimea region of Ukraine, Cuba, Iran, Sudan, or Syria

who were using BitGo's secure non-custodial digita] wallet management service.
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61. VIETNAM

December

e On 16 December 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13846 of 6 August 2018, added one
(1) natural person and one (1) entity, both of Vietnamese nationality, to the SDN List "for
facilitating the export of Iranian petrochemicals by Triliance Petrochemical Co. Ltd. (Triliance), an

entity previously sanctioned in January 2020".

62. YEMEN

December

e On 10 December 2020, OFAC, pursuant to Executive Order 13818 of 2o December 2017 and the
Yemen Sanctions Regulations, has added five (5) natural persons, all Yemeni nationals, to
the SDN List "for committing serious human rights abuses in Yemen by participating in the

arbitrary detention and torture of its citizens".

63. ZIMBABWE
March

® On 11 March 2020 OFAC has added two (2) Zimbabwean individuals to the SDN List
under Executive Order 13288 of 6 March 2003, which freezes the assets of individuals for
compromising dcmocracy and institutions in Zimbabwe, while four (4) Zimbabwean

individuals have been removed.
May

e On May 21, 2021 OFAC has published an amendment to the Zimbabwe Sanctions Regulations,
31 C.ER., part 541.

The amendment is intended to remove a general licence authorising all ctransactions
involving the Zimbabwe Agricultura] Dcvc]opmcnt Bank and the Infrastructure
Development Bank of Zimbabwe as a result of the removal of these entities from the SDN
List.
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August

e On 5 August 2020 OFAC added one (1) natural person of Zimbabwean nationality,
Kudakwashe Regimond Tagwirei, and one (1) entity of the same nationality to the SDN
List for providing support to the leaders of the Government of Zimbabwe, who were

accused of harming their people through corruption.

In addition, OFAC simultancously lifted sanctions against the recently deceased John

Bredenkamp and twenty (20) companies owned by him.
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I11. UNITED KINGDOM

BURMA
July

e On 6 July 2020, the British Government, under the above-mentioned GHRSR, has added
two (2) natural persons of Burmese nationality to the UKSL for their involvement in
violence against the Rohingya pcoplc and other ethnic minorities. The sanction imposcd

on these persons consists of an asset freeze and a travel ban.

BELARUS

October

e On September 29, 2020, the British Government, by virtue of The Global Human Rights
Sanctions Regulations (‘GHRSR”), published on 6™ July 2020, added eight (8) Belarussian
nationals to the UK Sanctions List (“UKSL”) for “human rights violations in Belarus

following the rigged elections”.

As a result of chis inclusion they will be subject to the freezing of assets and a travel ban.

GAMBIA

December

e On 10 December 2020, the British Government, under the GHRSR, has added three (3)
natural persons, all of whom are Gambian nationals, to the UKSL List "for, being in positions

of power, ordering, or being involved in murder, torture and other human rights abuses".

MADRID | BARCELONA | BILBAO | VALLADOLID | VIGO | DUBAI | HAVANA | ALGIERS | TEHRAN
www.lupicinio.com

102



4.

LUPICINIO

INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM

NORTH KOREA

July

On 6 July 2020, the British Government, under the above-mentioned GHRSR, has added
two (2) North Korean entities to the UKSL for being directly responsible for the
management of prison camps in North Korea, in which forced labour, torture and killings

have taken place. The sanction imposed on these entities is the freezing of assets.

December

On 10 December 2020, the British government, under The Global Human Rights Sanctions
Regulations ("GHRSR") of 6 July 2020, added two (2) entities, both of North Korean
nationality, to the UK Sanctions List ("UKSL List") "as an entity responsible for the management
of political prisons in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, engaging in murder, torture and

forced labour of persons detained in such camps”.

PAKISTAN

December

6.

On 10 December 2020, the British Government, under the GHRSR, added one (1) natural
person of Pakistani nationality to the UKSL List "for, while holding the post of senior police

superintendent, directly participating in over 190 police encounters resulting in the death of over 400

people”.

RUSSIA

July

On 6 July 2020, the UK Government, under the above-mentioned GHRSR, added twenty-
five (25) natural persons of Russian nationality to the UKSL who were involved in the ill-
treatment and death of the lawyer Sergei Magnitsky. The sanction imposed on these

persons is a freeze of assets and a travel ban.
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December

e On 10 December 2020, the British government, under the GHRSR, added three (3) natural
persons and one (1) entity, all of them Russian nationals, to the UKSL List "because, while
holding government posts in the Chechen Republic, they have been responsible for the detention,

killing and torture of Chechens belonging to the LGTB community since 2017".

7- SAUDI ARABIA

July

e On 6 July 2020, the British Government, pursuant to The Global Human Rights Sanctions
Regulations ("GHRSR") of 6 July 2020, added twenty (20) natural persons of Saudi Arabian
nationality to the UK Sanctions List ("UKSL") for their involvement in the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi, on 2 October 2018, at the Saudi Arabian Consulate in Istanbul. The sanction

imposed on these persons is a freeze of assets and a travel ban.

8. VENEZUELA

December

e On 10 December 2020, the British government, under the GHRSR, added three (3) natural
persons, all Venezuelan nationals, to the UKSL List "for, while holding senior positions in the

Venezuelan armed forces, committing serious violations of human rights".
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Madrid, 31 December 2020

Department of International Trade and Sanctions
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More information:

info@lupicinio.com
C/ Villanueva 29
28001 Madrid
T: +34 91 436 00 90
Av. Diagonal 520
08006 Barcelona

T: +34 93 488 28 o2
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